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ELECTRIC SUBMERSIBLE BILGE PUMPS – SECONDARY 

MARITIME RULE PART 40D – DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND 
EQUIPMENT – FISHING SHIPS 

 
This guidance notice is for: 
• owners and operators of fishing vessels less than 24 metres in length 
• safe ship management companies 
• ship surveyors 
• maritime safety inspectors. 
 

Purpose 
This guidance notice is a reminder of the requirements of Maritime Rule Part 40D with regard to the installation of 
secondary electrically-driven submersible bilge pumps in fishing vessels. 
 

Compliance with Maritime Rule Part 40D 
Rule Part 40D.28 prescribes the requirements for the arrangement of bilge pumping systems onboard fishing 
vessels. Rule Part 40D.28(6) allows a fishing vessel of less than 24 metres in length to have at least one fixed 
heavy-duty electrically-driven submersible pump fitted in an individual watertight compartment. Where a 
secondary bilge pump is fitted, it must also be installed in accordance with the requirements of Rule Part 40D 
28(6) (a)-(i). 
 

Further information  
For more information please contact: 
 
Nautical Advisor, Maritime New Zealand  
Phone: 0508 225 522 
Fax: (04) 494 1263 
Email: ssm@maritimenz.govt.nz 


