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Overview 

 

SeaCert is Maritime New Zealand’s framework for seafarer certificates and operational limits. 
Certificates of competency or proficiency are required for all crew employed in positions of 
responsibility on board commercial vessels. Operational limits define the boundaries within which the 
certificates can be used. 

The measurement of competence is central to SeaCert. You must demonstrate competency in order 
to gain, maintain and advance certificates. Each certificate has privileges that define what you can do 
and where you can go. 

The biggest number and variety of commercial operations in New Zealand take place within restricted 
limits (enclosed and inshore waters). SeaCert provides guidance on entry to and career progression 
within the commercial maritime industry. SeaCert also takes account of international standards and 
allows for portability of qualifications between countries. 

Key principles 
The following key principles for seafarer certification were applied to the design of SeaCert. Seafarer 
certification will: 

• retain the quality of New Zealand certificates 

• demonstrate competency and knowledge 

• emphasise competency required within an operating limit 

• manage the risks of carrying large numbers of passengers by requiring specialist knowledge 

• manage the risks of high-speed navigation by requiring specialist training and experience 

• use consistent vessel length and tonnage parameters 

• use consistent entry-level models for deck, fishing and engineering certificates 

• enable necessary specialist skills to be recognised through endorsements 

• require local area knowledge to be demonstrated, where appropriate 

• allow seafarers to gain the experience necessary for a higher certificate within an operational limit 

• recognise prior learning 

• continue to comply with the international standards of STCW (International Convention on 
Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended in 2010) 
and STCW-F (International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping 
for Fishing Vessel Personnel, 1995), to enable portability of certificates. 

 

 

 

This document is uncontrolled if printed.  
Please refer to the Maritime New Zealand website for the latest version. 
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Part 1 Operational limits 
This section summarises the operational limits that define the boundaries of where certificates can be 
used. 

As well as being defined by distance from the shore, in some cases operational limits are defined by 
distance up and down the coast. Both elements are taken into account, along with the constraints 
resulting from international maritime obligations. 

In determining operational limits, Maritime NZ applies the key principles that they should be: 
• common for fishing and non-fishing vessels, where appropriate, to help seafarers working in both 

sectors with the transfer of maritime certificates 
• future proofed, to better support New Zealand industry 
• justified, defined and applied consistently 
• STCW-compliant and aligned with STCW-F. 

SeaCert complies with STCW and ensures New Zealand’s ‘white list’ status (assessed as properly 
implementing all the requirements of STCW) is maintained. It ensures portability so that Maritime NZ 
certificate holders can operate internationally. SeaCert is also aligned with STCW-F. 

The operational limits are defined in Maritime Rules Part 20. They include: 
• Enclosed waters 
• Inshore 
• Inshore fishing 
• Coastal 
• Offshore 
• Unlimited 

The operational limits are illustrated in Figures 1, 2 and 3. 

The following combined areas are also referred to throughout this document: 
• Restricted limits enclosed and inshore limits 
• Near-coastal coastal and offshore limits for STCW certificates 
• Limited waters coastal and offshore limits for STCW-F certificates 

Enclosed waters limit 
The enclosed waters limit includes enclosed waters such as the sheltered waters of harbours and all 
New Zealand inland waters. Inland waters are all rivers, lakes and other inland waters of New Zealand 
that are navigable. 

Inshore limit 
The inshore limit encompasses waters closely adjacent to sheltered waters, as defined by enclosed 
waters. 

Inshore fishing limit 
The inshore fishing limit includes all the waters within New Zealand’s territorial sea (12 nautical miles 
(NM) from the coast of New Zealand) and the waters of the coastal limits.  

Coastal limit 
The coastal limit is a uniform distance of 50 NM off the coasts of North, South and Stewart Islands and 
50 NM off the coast of the Chatham Islands. It does not apply to other NZ offshore islands. 

Offshore limit  
The offshore limit extends from the coastal limit to the outer limit of the Exclusive Economic Zone EEZ 
(up to 200 NM from the baseline of the territorial sea). The offshore limit is treated as the outer limit of 
near-coastal waters. 

Unlimited area  
The inner boundary of the unlimited area is the outer boundary of the EEZ (up to 200 NM from the 
baseline of the territorial sea). 
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Figure 1 Operational limits for domestic passenger and non–passenger certificates 
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Figure 2 Operational limits for fishing vessels 
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Figure 3 Operational limits for STCW certificates 
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Part 2 Seafarer certification 

Competency-based certification 
SeaCert has a competency-based approach to seafarer certification. This aligns New Zealand’s 
certification system with international best practice for seafarer training and ensures on-going 
competence – that is, having the skills and ability to do the job. 

Maritime Rules Part 32 requires seafarers to achieve and maintain the required levels of competency in 
order to be issued and retain a certificate. Maritime NZ meets the standards for international 
conventions for ships operating beyond NZ waters (STCW) and fishing vessels (STCW-F). The 
competencies for STCW and STCW-F certificates are incorporated by reference to the relevant STCW 
or STCW-F provisions in the rule. 

To receive a New Zealand certificate, a seafarer must show they have the required competencies. 
They gain these competencies through some, or all of the following: 

• sea service (a set amount of time served on board an appropriate vessel) 

• on-board training, including completing training record books (also known as TARbooks) 

• shore-based training, such as a diploma course, run by a maritime training provider, or ancillary 
certificates. 

The seafarer must also demonstrate their competence by undertaking and passing a final examination 
and/or assessment conducted by a Maritime NZ-approved examiner or assessor. 

Other requirements such as medical, eyesight and fit and proper person assessments must be met 
before the seafarer can be issued with a certificate. Information about these requirements can be 
found on Maritime NZ’s website.  

www.maritimenz.govt.nz/seafarers  

Sea service 
Unless otherwise stated, all approved sea service must be gained within the 10 years immediately 
before applying for a certificate. 

Generally, service on board ships operating exclusively in restricted limits that are required to be 
crewed by persons holding unlimited certificates will be treated as sea service as defined by STCW. 
For example, service in the deck department of a ship that is 3000 GT or more operating exclusively 
in restricted limits, can be accepted as sea service for STCW certificates. Likewise, service in the 
engine department of a ship with 3000 kW or more main propulsion power operating exclusively in 
restricted limits, can be accepted as sea service for STCW certificates. 

Sea service aboard warships is recognised in full for engineering certificates. Navigational 
watchkeeping time aboard warships is also recognised in full. 

Where a requirement states that the relevant sea service must be completed on a particular size of 
vessel (length, tonnage or engine power) in a particular operating area, there are two options – 
required or preferred.  

• Required – some sea service requirements are set by Maritime rules and must be achieved as set 
out in the certificate tables. For example, 12 months on a vessel of 12 metres or more. These have 
been marked with the word ‘required’ after them.  

• Preferred – some state completing sea service on a particular vessel size is the preferred option. 
Sea service achieved on the size of vessel indicated is likely to be approved. These have been 
marked with the word ‘preferred after them. If sea service is achieved on vessels of other sizes 
where the option is ‘preferred’, this will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

 
 

http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/seafarers
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On-board training 
On-board training, in association with the required sea time for a certificate, is intended to build and 
embed a seafarer’s competencies through practical experience. This training is recorded in a training 
record book approved by the Director of Maritime NZ (the Director). This book is also known as a 
training and record of service or TARbook. Training record books are evidence-based and include 
competencies and tasks required to obtain the certificate. 

The skipper of the vessel or another qualified crew member must confirm that the tasks have been 
satisfactorily carried out. The completed training record book will be provided to the training provider 
and final examiner 

Shore-based training 
Shore-based training is expected to deliver both knowledge and competency, which is confirmed 
through a competency-based assessment process run by training providers. The STCW, STCW-F and 
national competency frameworks provide the basis for the development of training courses for each 
national certificate or endorsement. 

This training may be provided by public and private training providers, and, in some cases (such as 
some ancillary proficiency training), by vessel operators, through courses that have been either 
accepted or approved by the Director. Information about courses and course providers is available on 
the Maritime NZ website. 

www.maritimenz.govt.nz/seafarers  

Examinations and practical assessments 
The objective of the final examination or practical assessment is to satisfy Maritime NZ that the 
seafarer has the competencies and proficiencies required for a maritime certificate or endorsement. 
The examination or assessment is based on the competencies and proficiencies set out in the relevant 
STCW, STCW-F or national competency framework, as appropriate. 

Failure to pass the final examination or assessment will mean the seafarer is not issued with a 
certificate even if they have passed the required training courses and met the sea service and other 
requirements for the certificate or endorsement. 

Medical fitness requirements 
A career at sea requires a seafarer to be medically fit. Colour vision is also required for most certificates. 
Seafarers are required to have a current medical certificate at time of application and to keep it current 
when they are working. 

Medical examinations for STCW and STCW-F-aligned certificates need to be carried out by a medical 
practitioner approved by the Director. A list of approved medical practitioners is available on Maritime 
NZ’s website. 

www.maritimenz.govt.nz/seafarers  

Medical examinations for national certificates may be carried out by any New Zealand registered medical 
practitioner. 

For further information about medical and eyesight requirements refer to the Maritime NZ website. 

www.maritimenz.govt.nz/seafarers  

 

  

http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/seafarers
http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/seafarers
http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/seafarers
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How to apply for a seafarer certificate 
To apply for a seafarer certificate you will need to: 

• Check that you meet all the requirements for the certificate you are applying for. 

• Complete the Seafarer certificate application form. 

• Complete the fit and proper person application form. 

• Provide copies of documents to support the following: 

• police clearance report if you have worked in another country 

• relevant medical and eyesight test results 

• evidence of your sea service 

• evidence of your training and experience and copies of any ancillary certificates required. 

• Proof of identity – two forms of identification must be provided: a primary identification (ID) 
document and one other form of ID. The list below is based on requirements of NZ police relating to 
the fit and proper person (FPP) procedure. 

Primary ID includes: 
• passport (NZ or overseas) 
• NZ firearms licence 
• NZ full birth certificate (issued on or after 1/1/1998) 
• NZ citizen certificate 
• NZ refugee travel document 
• NZ emergency travel document 
• NZ certificate of identity. 

Other form of ID includes: 
• driver’s licence (NZ or overseas) 
• NZ full birth certificate (issued prior to 1/1/1998) 
• overseas birth certificate 
• 18+ card 
• community services card 
• SuperGold card 
• NZ employee photo ID card 
• NZ student photo ID card 
• IRD number 
• NZ issued utility bill (issued not more than 6 months earlier) 
• NZ teachers’ registration certificate 
• NZ electoral role record 
• international driving permit 
• steps to freedom form. 

• Send the above information along with your application fee to Maritime New Zealand. 

Maritime New Zealand will assess your application and issue a certificate if your application has been 
successful. 

The seafarer certificate application and the fit and proper person forms are available on the Maritime NZ 
website. 

www.maritimenz.govt.nz/seafarers  

 

  

http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/seafarers
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New Zealand seafarer certificates and endorsements 

Certificate summaries 
The certificate summaries provide the following information. 

• Short name – the abbreviation of the full certificate name used in this document 

• Regulation – the STCW or STCW-F regulation reference, where relevant 

• Privileges – the functions and duties the certificate holder can perform 

• Prior certification – what, if any, qualification is required before you can apply 
• Minimum age (if applicable) – the minimum age limit for certificate applicants, calculated by 

taking into account minimum age requirements for prerequisite certificates and the age the 
person must be in practice, having completed any required sea time. Sea service may be gained 
prior to reaching this age, subject to a minimum age of 15 years for all sea service 

• Minimum sea service – the minimum sea service requirements acceptable to the Director of 
Maritime NZ 

• Qualification – training course requirements 
• Final examination – the examination required by the Director of Maritime NZ 
• Ancillary and other certificates – supplementary certificates  
• Career progression – the certificates or endorsements to which a candidate could progress 

following a traditional pathway 

Traditional career progression 
The flowchart on the next page presents a high-level view of SeaCert, showing the progression of 
certificates within each operational limit.  

Not all information can be shown in the flowchart. Refer instead to the detailed table of requirements for 
each certificate on Maritime NZ’s website: maritimenz.govt.nz/seafarers or to the maritime rules. 

www.maritimenz.govt.nz/rules  

The number with each certificate in the flowchart corresponds with the number of the summary 
provided for that certificate later in this section. 

The flowchart shows a vertical progression through the certificate structure. For information about non- 
traditional career progression, refer to Maritime NZ's website. 

Diagram key 

The colours in the diagram relate to the certificates indicated below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Entry point means no prior certification is required. 

 

Reference 
number 

National 
certificate 

STCW-Fishing 
certificate 

STCW  
certificate 

Yacht  
certificate 

Engineer 
certificate 

National 
endorsement 

 17 Entry 
point* 

http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/rules
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Certificates for enclosed waters and inshore limits 
1 Qualified Deck Crew 

Short name QDC 

Privileges To perform the functions of a deck crew member on passenger and non-
passenger ships of less than 24 metres in length in restricted, and near coastal 
limits 

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 16 

Minimum sea service No sea service requirement but training record book must be completed on 
board a commercial ship or a warship 

Qualification NZ Certificate in Domestic Maritime Crewing (Level 3) 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require assessed 
by an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• Current first aid certificate 
• RROC 

Endorsements The following endorsements can be applied to this certificate: 
• Passenger 

Career progression To Skipper Restricted Limits (SRL) 
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2 Skipper Restricted Limits 

Short name SRL 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a master on: 
(a) passenger and non-passenger ships less than 12 metres in length 

carrying 19 passengers or less within restricted limits; and 

(b) fishing vessels less than 12 metres in length within enclosed water, inshore 
and inshore fishing limits. 

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea service 200 hours  
• on a powered vessel of any kind (may include pleasure craft or sailing 

vessels) (required) 
• completion of approved training record book on board 
Sea service may be achieved on a pleasure craft, but only if the applicant 
has been acting in the capacity of skipper at the time. 

Qualification NZ Certificate in Domestic Maritime Operations (Restricted Limits) (Level 4)  

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• Current first aid certificate 
• RROC 

Endorsements The following endorsements can be applied to this certificate: 
• up to 24 metres 

• less than 500 GT 

• 500 to 3000 GT 

• passenger 

• Cook Strait limit 

• high-speed 

• square-rigged sailing 

• specified activity 

Career progression To Skipper Coastal / Offshore (SCO) 
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Certificates for coastal and offshore limits – non-fishing 
3 Skipper Coastal/Offshore 

Short name SCO 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a master within restricted, coastal and 
offshore limits on a ship of less than 24 metres length, carrying 19 passengers 
or less within restricted limits and 12 passengers or less within coastal and 
offshore limits 

Prior certification SRL endorsed to 24 metres length overall or equivalent 

Minimum sea service 12 months 

• on vessels of 12 metres or more within any operational limit (required) 

Qualification NZ Certificate in Domestic Maritime Operations (Coastal & Offshore) (Level 4)  

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• First aid certificate 

• Fire fighting 

• Survival craft 

• GROC 

Alternatively complete STCW basic training and GROC 

Endorsements The following endorsements can be applied to this certificate: 
• Passenger 

• Square-rigged sailing 

• High speed ship 

Career progression If you hold a Skipper Coastal/Offshore, you can progress to the following: 

Watchkeeper Deck <500 GT Near-Coastal 

Watchkeeper Deck 

Mate Fishing Vessel – Limited 
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4 Master Yacht less than 24 metres 

Short name Master Yacht <24 metres 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties as a master on sailing ships of less than 24 
metres in length in restricted, coastal and offshore limits 

Prior certification Satisfactory completion of RYA Yachtmaster Offshore course, or equivalent 

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea service 50 days 
On a sailing ship (required) 
• including total distance of 2,500 nautical miles 
• including at least 5 passages over 60 nautical miles including two overnight 

passages and two acting as Skipper 

Sea service may be achieved on a pleasure craft, but only if the applicant has been 
acting in the capacity of skipper at the time. 

Qualification Royal Yacht Association (RYA) Yachtmaster offshore course or equivalent 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• First aid certificate 

• Fire fighting 

• Survival craft 

• GROC 

Alternatively complete STCW basic training and GROC 

Endorsements The following endorsements can be applied to this certificate: 
• Passenger 

• Square-rigged sailing 

Career progression If you hold a Master Yacht <24 metres you can progress to Chief Mate Yacht 
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5 Watchkeeper Deck on ships less than 500 gross tonnage in near-coastal area 

Short name Watchkeeper Deck <500 GT NC 

Regulation Watchkeeper Deck <500 GT is an STCW certificate under Regulation II/3.3 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties as officer in charge of a navigational watch on 
ships less than 500 GT within coastal and offshore limits 

Prior certification None  

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea service Option 1 – 36 months  

• on vessels 12 metres or more (required) 

• includes a minimum of 18 months operating beyond restricted limits in a deck 
capacity on non-fishing vessels 

Option 2 – 12 months  

• on vessels of 12 metres or more (required)  

• including a minimum of 6 months beyond restricted limits in a deck capacity on 
non-fishing vessels  

Qualification NZ certificate in Maritime Operations (Level 4) – Watchkeeping strand 

Final 
examination 

Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue 
boats) 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Medical first aid 

• GROC 

• Generic ECDIS (required for ships fitted with ECDIS) 

Career progression If you hold a Master Watchkeeper Deck <500 GT NC you can progress to 
Master <500 GT Near-Coastal or Skipper Fishing Vessel (Limited) 
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6 Master on ships less than 500 gross tonnage in near-coastal area 

Short name Master <500 GT NC 

Regulation STCW Regulation II/3.5 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a Master on ships less than 500 GT in the 
coastal and offshore limits 

Prior certification Watchkeeper Deck <500 GT NC or equivalent 

Minimum sea service 12 months 

• as an officer in charge of a navigational watch on ships 24 metres or more in 
length or 80 GT or more operating beyond restricted limits (preferred) 

Qualification NZ Certificate in Maritime Operations (Level 5) 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Medical first aid 

• GROC 

• Generic ECDIS (required for ships fitted with ECDIS) 

Career progression If you hold a Master <500 GT NC you can progress to Watchkeeper Deck or 
Master <500 GT 
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Deck certificates for fishing vessels – limited and unlimited waters 
7 Advanced Deckhand – Fishing 

Short name ADH-F 

Regulation STCW-F Resolution 4 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a Deckhand aboard fishing vessels of any 
length in any operating area 

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 16 

Minimum sea service 6 months  

• on fishing vessels operating beyond enclosed water limits 

• includes completion of an approved training record book 

Qualification NZ certificate in Fishing Vessel Crewing (Level 3)  

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW-F basic safety training 

Career progression If you hold ADH-F, you can progress to MFV – Limited or MFV – Unlimited 
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8 Mate Fishing Vessel – Limited 

Short Name MFV 

Regulation STCW-F Regulation II/4 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of: 

(a) a mate on fishing vessels less than 45 metres in length operating in inshore 
fishing limits and limited waters and; 

(b) a watchkeeper on fishing vessels of any length in unlimited waters. 

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea service Option 1 – 24 months 

• in a deck capacity on fishing vessels of 12 metres or more (required) 
• including at least 12 months outside restricted limits 

Option 2 – 18 months 

• in a deck capacity on fishing vessels of 12 metres or more (required) 
• including at least 12 months outside restricted limits while holding ADH-F 

Option 3 – 12 months 

• in a deck capacity on fishing vessels of 12 metres or more (required) while 
holding SCO 

• including at least 6 months outside restricted limits  

Qualification NZ Certificate in Marine Operations (Level 4) with fishing strand  

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW-F basic safety training 
• GROC 

Career 
progression 

If you hold a MFV you can progress to the following: 

• Skipper Fishing Vessel – Limited 
• Mate Fishing Vessel – Unlimited 
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9 Skipper Fishing Vessel – Limited 

Short name SFV 

Regulation STCW-F Regulation II/3 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of: 

(a) a master on fishing vessels of less than 45 metres in length operating in 
inshore fishing limits and limited waters; and 

(b) a master of passenger and non-passenger ships of less than 24 metres length 
overall in inshore fishing limits and limited waters 

Prior certification MFV or equivalent 

Minimum sea service 12 months 

• on fishing vessels of 12 metres or more beyond restricted limits (required) as 
officer in charge of navigational watch 

Qualification NZ Certificate in Maritime Operations (Level 5) 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW-F basic safety training 

• GROC 

Career progression If you hold a Skipper Fishing Vessel – Limited you can progress to Skipper 
Fishing Vessel – Unlimited 
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10 Mate Fishing Vessel – Unlimited 

Short name MFV-U 

Regulation STCW-F Regulation II/2 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a mate on fishing vessels of any size in any 
operating area  

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea service  24 months 
• on fishing vessels of 12 metres or more operating outside restricted limits 

(required) 
• while in a deck capacity 

Qualification NZ Diploma in Fishing Vessel Operations (Level 6) 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require assessed by an 
approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary or other 
certificates 

• STCW-F basic safety training 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• GMDSS 

Career progression If you hold a Mate Fishing Vessel – Unlimited, you can progress to Skipper 
Fishing Vessel – Unlimited 
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11 Skipper Fishing Vessel – Unlimited 

Short name SFV-U 

Regulation STCW-F Regulation II/1 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a master on fishing vessels of any size 
operating in any operating area 

Prior certification Mate fishing vessel – unlimited or equivalent 

Minimum sea service 12 months 

• on fishing vessels 12 metres or more operating outside restricted limits while 
holding MFV-U and operating as Skipper or Officer in charge of navigational 
watch 

[Note – up to 6 months may be substituted from sea service as Officer in Charge 
of Navigational Watch on vessels covered by STCW.] 

Qualification NZ Diploma in Fishing Vessel Operations (Level 6) with fishing vessel skipper 
strand 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require assessed by an 
approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW-F basic safety training 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Medical first aid 

• GMDSS 

Career progression This is the most senior certificate for the command of fishing vessels 
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Deck certificates for the unlimited area 
12 Deck Watch Rating 

Short name DWR 

Regulation STCW Regulation II/4 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties as a deck crew member forming part of a 
navigational watch on ships of any gross tonnage in any operating area 

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 16 

Minimum sea service Option 1 – 2 months (training required) 
• on vessels of 500 GT or more (preferred) 

• associated with navigational watchkeeping functions and involve the 
performance of duties carried out under supervision of the Master or qualified 
rating 

Option 2 – 6 months (training not required) 

• on vessels of 500 GT or more (preferred) 

• associated with navigational watchkeeping functions and involve the 
performance of duties carried out under supervision of the Master or qualified 
rating 

Qualification NZ Certificate in Maritime Crewing (Level 3) with deck crewing strand (for Option 1 
only) 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

• Steering certificate 

Career progression If you hold a Deck Watch Rating you can progress to AB Deck or Watchkeeper 
Deck <500 GT NC or Watchkeeper Deck 
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13 Able Seafarer Deck 

Short name AB Deck 

Regulation STCW Regulation II/5 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a deck rating forming part of a navigational 
watch on ships of any gross tonnage in any operating area 

Prior certification Deck watch rating (DWR) or equivalent 

Minimum age 18  

Minimum sea service 

 

Option 1 – 12 months sea service (training required) 

• in the deck department on vessels of 500 GT or more operating beyond 
restricted limits (preferred) 

• while holding a Deck Watch Rating (DWR) 

• completion of an approved Able Seafarer Deck course 

Option 2 – 18 months sea service (training not required) 

• in the deck department on vessels of 500 GT or more operating beyond 
restricted limits (preferred) 

• while holding a Deck Watch Rating (DWR) 

Qualification NZ Certificate in Maritime Crewing (Level 4) Deck Crew strand (for Option 1 only) 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue 
boats) 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to 
comply with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold an AB Deck, you can progress to Integrated Rating or Watchkeeper 
Deck<500 GT NC or Watchkeeper Deck 
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14 Integrated Rating 

Short name IR 

Regulation STCW Regulations II/5 and III/5 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties (at a support level) as: 

(a) a deck crew member on ships of any gross tonnage in any operating area; 
and  

(b) a crew member in a manned engine room or a periodically unmanned engine 
room on passenger or non-passenger ships powered by main propulsion 
machinery of any propulsion power in any operating area 

Prior certification Meet the requirements of AB Deck and AB Engine or equivalent 

Minimum sea service No sea service required  

Qualification None 

Final examination Final examination not required for this certificate 

Ancillary and 
other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue 
boats) 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to 
comply with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold an Integrated Rating, you can progress to Watchkeeper Deck<500 GT 
NC or Watchkeeper Deck or MEC 3 
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15 Watchkeeper Deck 

Short name Watchkeeper Deck 

Regulation STCW Regulation II/1 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties as officer in charge of a navigational watch on 
ships of any gross tonnage in any operating area 

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea service 

Accept 

Option 1 – 12 months 
• on vessels of 500 GT or more operating beyond restricted limits (preferred) 

• includes at least 6 months of supervised bridge watchkeeping 

• includes evidence of cadet programme  
Option 2 – 36 months 
• on vessels of 500 GT or more operating beyond restricted limits (preferred) 
• includes at least 6 months supervised bridge watchkeeping 

Qualification NZ Diploma in Nautical Science (Level 6) 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and 
other certificates 

• STCW basic training 
• Advanced fire fighting 
• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 
• Medical first aid 
• GMDSS 
• Generic ECDIS (required for ships fitted with ECDIS) 
• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 

with ISPS code) 

Career 
progression 

If you hold a Watchkeeper Deck, you can progress to Chief Mate or Master or 
Chief Mate <3000 GT or Master <3000 GT or Master <500 GT NC 



 

Seafarer Certification and Operational Limits Framework  Page 26 

16 Chief Mate on ships less than 3000 gross tonnage 

Short name Chief Mate <3000 GT 

Regulation STCW Regulation II/2.3 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of  

(a) a Chief mate on ships of less than 3000 GT in any operating area 

(b) an officer in charge of navigational watch on a vessel of any gross tonnage in 
any operating area 

Prior certification Watchkeeper Deck or equivalent 

Minimum sea service No sea service requirements but must hold Watchkeeper Deck or higher certificate 

Qualification Diploma in Masters and Chiefs Foreign Going Programme – Chief Mate Foreign 
Going strand 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 
• Advanced fire fighting 
• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 
• Medical care on board ship 
• Generic ECDIS (required for ships fitted with ECDIS) 
• GMDSS 
• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 

with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold a Chief Mate <3000 GT, you can progress to Chief Mate or Master 
<3000 GT or Master 



 

Seafarer Certification and Operational Limits Framework  Page 27 

17 Master on ships less than 500 gross tonnage 

Short Name Master <500 GT 

Regulation STCW Regulation II/2 

Privileges 

 

To perform the functions and duties of: 

(a) a Master on ships less than 500 GT in any operating area and 

(b) a Chief Mate on ships <3000 GT within restricted, coastal and offshore limits, 
if 6 months of approved sea service was on a commercial ship of 500 GT or 
more that is not a fishing vessel and 

(c) a Master on passenger and non-passenger ships <3000 GT within restricted, 
coastal and offshore limits, if 24 months of approved sea service was on 
commercial ship of 500 GT or more that is not a fishing vessel and  

(d) an officer in charge of a navigational watch on ships of any gross tonnage in 
any operating area 

Prior certification Master <500 GT Near-Coastal or equivalent 

Minimum sea  service Option 1 – 36 months  

• as an officer in charge of navigational watch on ships of either 24 metres in 
length or more, or 80 GT or more (required) 

• includes at least 24 months on voyages over 24 hours while holding 
Watchkeeper Deck <500 GT NC (or equivalent) or higher and 12 months 
while holding Master <500 GT NC (or equivalent)  

 
Option 2 – 24 months  

• as an officer in charge of navigational watch on ships of either 24 metres in 
length or more, or 80 GT or more (required) while holding Master <500 GT NC 
(or equivalent)  

• includes a minimum of 12 months as Chief Mate or Master or their equivalents 

Qualification NZ Diploma in Nautical Science (Level 6) and applicable sections of the NZ 
Diploma in Yacht Operations (Level 6) optional strand in Master Yacht 

Final 
examination 

Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary 
and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 
• Advanced fire fighting 
• Medical care on board ship 
• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 
• Generic ECDIS (required for ships fitted with ECDIS) 
• GMDSS 
• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 

with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold a Master <500 GT, you can progress to Chief Mate, Master <3000 GT 
or Master 
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18 Chief Mate 

Short name Chief Mate 

Regulation STCW Regulation II/2 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a chief mate on ships of any size in any 
operating area 

Prior certification Watchkeeper Deck or equivalent 

Minimum sea service 12 months 

• on board vessels of 500 GT or more operating beyond restricted limits 
(preferred) 

• as an officer of in charge of a navigational watch 

Qualification Masters and Chiefs Foreign Going programme – Chief Mate Foreign Going strand 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

 Completion of an accepted/approved training course 

• STCW basic training 
• Advanced fire fighting 
• Medical care on board ship 
• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 
• GMDSS 
• Generic ECDIS (required for ships fitted with ECDIS) 
• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 

with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold a Chief Mate, you can progress to Master or Master <3000 GT 
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19 Master on ships less than 3000 gross tonnage 

Short name Master <3000 GT 

Regulation STCW Regulation II/2.3 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of: 

(a) a master on ships less than 3000 GT in any operating area; and 

(b) an officer in charge of the navigational watch on ships of any gross tonnage in 
any operating area 

Prior certification Watchkeeper Deck or equivalent or Chief Mate <3000 GT or equivalent 

Minimum sea service Option 1 – 36 months 

• on ships 500 GT or more (preferred) as an officer in charge of navigational 
watch while holding Watchkeeper Deck certificate (or equivalent) 

 
Option 2 – 24 months 

• on ships 500 GT or more (preferred) 
• includes at least 12 months as Chief Mate while holding Chief Mate <3000 (or 

equivalent) or higher certificate 
• remaining months as officer in charge of navigational watch while holding 

Watchkeeper Deck (or equivalent) or higher certificate 

Qualification Master and Chiefs Foreign Going programme – Foreign Going strand 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and 
other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Medical care on board ship 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Generic ECDIS (required for ships fitted with ECDIS) 
• GMDSS 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold a Master <3000 GT, you can progress to Master 
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20 Master 

Short name Master 

Regulation STCW Regulation II/2 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a master on a ship of any gross tonnage in 
any operating area 

Prior certification Watchkeeper Deck or Chief Mate or equivalent 

Minimum sea service 

Accept 

Option 1 – 36 months  

• on ships of 500 GT or more (required) 
• as an officer in charge of a navigational watch while holding a Watchkeeper 

Deck certificate (or equivalent) or higher certificate 
 

Option 2 – 24 months  

• on ships of 500 GT or more (required) 
• includes at least 12 months as a Chief Mate while holding a Chief Mate 

Certificate (or equivalent) 
• remaining 12 months as an officer in charge of a navigational watch while 

holding a Watchkeeper Deck certificate (or equivalent) or higher certificate 

Qualification Masters and Chiefs Foreign Going programme – Master Foreign Going strand 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Medical care on board ship 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Generic ECDIS (required for ships fitted with ECDIS) 
• GMDSS 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression This is the most senior command certificate 
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21 GMDSS Radio Operator 

Short name GMDSS Radio Operator 

Regulation STCW Regulation IV/2 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of: 

(a) a navigational watchkeeper at operation level, or 

(b) a radio operator on board a GMDSS ship and operate its specialised 
GMDSS equipment 

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea service Sea service is not required 

Qualification • General Operator’s Certificate (GOC) 
• Training leading to a GMDSS certificate 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression Not applicable 
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Certificates for sailing vessels and superyachts 
22 Chief Mate Yacht 

Short name Chief Mate Yacht 

Regulation STCW Regulation II/2 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a chief mate on a superyacht of less than 
3000 GT in any operating area 

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea service Option 1 – 36 months  
• operating in a deck capacity while holding an SRL certificate (or equivalent) 
• includes at least 6 months performing navigational watchkeeping duties under 

supervision of a Master or deck officer 
• includes at least 12 months on ships 12 metres or more in length operating 

beyond restricted limits (required) 
• documented in an approved training record book 

Option 2 – 24 months 
Completion of approved training that the Director accepts as training in reduction of 
sea service, and sea service which includes 500 days actual sea service including: 
• at least six months performing navigational watchkeeping duties while under 

supervision of a Master or deck officer and 
• 230 days of any combination of actual sea service, standby service or yard 

service 

Qualification NZ Diploma in Yacht Operations (Level 6) 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed 
by an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Medical care on board ship 

• Generic ECDIS (required for ships fitted with ECDIS) 

• GMDSS 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold a Chief Mate Yacht, you can progress to Master Yacht <500 GT or 
Master Yacht 
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23 Master Yacht less than 500 gross tonnage 

Short name Master Yacht <500 GT 

Regulation STCW Regulation II/2 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a master on a superyacht less than 500 GT 
in any operating area 

Prior certification Chief Mate Yacht or equivalent 

Minimum sea service 12 months while holding a Chief Mate Yacht Certificate 

• onboard yacht service in a deck officer capacity and  
• 120 days of watchkeeping service (may be included in the 12 months) 

Qualification NZ Diploma in Yacht Operations (Level 6) with Master Yacht strand 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed 
by an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Medical care on board ship 

• GMDSS 

• Generic ECDIS (required for ships fitted with ECDIS) 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold a Master Yacht <500 GT, you can progress to Master Yacht 
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24 Master Yacht 

Short name Master Yacht 

Regulation STCW Regulation II/2 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a master on a superyacht  
(less than 3000 GT) in any operating area 

Prior certification Chief Mate Yacht or equivalent 

Minimum sea service Option 1 – 24 months  

• onboard yacht service in a deck officer capacity while holding a Chief Mate 
Yacht (or equivalent) including: 
• either at last 12 months on ship >24 metres or >80 GT 
• or 6 months on ships >500 GT 

• includes 240 days of watchkeeping service (this may be part of the 24 months) 
 

Option 2 – 12 months  

• onboard yacht service in a deck officer capacity while holding a Master Yacht 
<500 GT (or equivalent) 

• includes either 6 months on ships >24 metres or >80 GT or 3 months on 
ships >500 GT (required)  

• includes 120 days of watchkeeping (this may be part of the 12 months) 

Qualification NZ Diploma in Yacht Operations (Level 6) – Master Yacht strand  

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Medical care on board ship 

• Generic ECDIS (required for ships fitted with ECDIS) 
• GMDSS 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression This is the most senior superyacht command certificate of competency 
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Engineering certificates 
25 Engineroom Watch Rating 

Short name EWR 

Regulation Certificate of proficiency under STCW Regulation III/4 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties as a crew member in a manned engine 
room or a periodically unmanned engine room on ships powered by main 
propulsion machinery of any propulsion power in any operating area 

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 16 

Minimum sea service Option 1 – 2 months (training required) 

• on vessels of 750 kW or more (preferred) 

• associated with engine room watchkeeping functions and involves the 
performance of duties carried out under supervision of qualified engineer 
officer or a qualified rating 

Option 2 – 6 months (training not required) 

• on vessels of 750 kW or more (preferred) 

• associated with engine room watchkeeping functions and involves the 
performance of duties carried out under supervision of qualified engineer 
officer or a qualified rating 

Qualification For Option 1 only – NZ Certificate in Maritime Crewing (Level 3) with Engineering 
strand 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed 
by an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold an EWR, you can progress to AB Engine 
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26 Able Seafarer Engine 

Short name AB Engine 

Regulation Certificate of proficiency under STCW Regulation III/5 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties as a crew member in a manned engine room 
or a periodically unmanned engine room on ships powered by main propulsion 
machinery of any propulsion power in any operating area 

Prior certification Engineroom watch rating (EWR) or equivalent 

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea service Option 1 – 6 months (training required) 
• on vessels of 750 kW or more operating beyond restricted limits (preferred) 
• in the engine department 
Option 2 – 12 months (training not required) 
• on vessels of 750 kW or more operating beyond restricted limits (preferred) 
• in the engine department 

Qualification NZ Certificate in Maritime Crewing (Level 4) with Engineering Strand  

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression • If you hold an AB Engine, you can progress to Integrated Rating (IR) 



 

Seafarer Certification and Operational Limits Framework  Page 37 

27 Electro-technical Rating 

Short name ETR 

Regulation Certificate of proficiency under STCW Regulation III/7 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties associated with electrical, electronic and 
control engineering on ships of any propulsion power in any operating area 

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea service Option 1 – 6 months (training required) 

• on vessels of 750 kW or more (preferred) 

Option 2 – 3 months 
• on vessels of 750 kW or more (preferred) 
• hold a Certificate in Electrical Engineering (Level 4) or equivalent (the 

equivalent qualification to be assessed by Maritime NZ on a case-by-case 
basis) 

Option 3 – 12 months (training not required) 

• on vessels of 750 kW or more (preferred) 

Qualification • NZ Certificate in Maritime Crewing (Level 4) with electro-technology strand 
(Option 1 only) 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold an ETR, you can progress to Electro-technical Officer 
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28 Electro-technical Officer 

Short name ETO 

Regulation STCW Regulation III/6 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties associated with electrical, electronic 
and control engineering at an operational level on a ship of any propulsion 
power in any operating area 

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea service Option 1 –12 months combined workshop skills and sea service 

• at least 6 months on vessels of 750 kW or more (preferred) 
• includes evidence of participation programme including onboard training and 

training and record book 
 
Option 2 – 36 months 

• at least 6 months on vessels of 750 kW or more (preferred) 
• includes at least 30 months in the engine department  

Qualification NZ Diploma in Marine Electro-technology (Level 6) (Option 1 only) 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Medical first aid 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression This is the most senior electro-technical certificate 
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29 Marine Engineer Class 6 

Short name MEC 6 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties on a motor ship as: 

(a) an engineer on fishing, passenger and non-passenger ships up to 3000 kW 
propulsion power with systems or warranty conditions (or both) within 
enclosed water limits 

(b) an engineer on passenger ships of up to 750 kW propulsion power within 
inshore limits for ships with fewer than four systems 

(c) an engineer on non-passenger ships of less than 24 metres of any propulsion 
power within coastal limits, that have engine and system maintenance carried 
out ashore or under warranty 

(d) a second engineer on fishing ships of propulsion power up to 750 kW in the 
unlimited area; and 

(e) an engineer on fishing ships of less than 24 metres in length of any propulsion 
power that have less than 4 systems within offshore and coastal limits 

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea service 200 hours  

• on motor ships of any kind (including pleasure craft) 

• completion of approved training record book while on board ship 

Qualification NZ Certificate in Marine Engineering Class 6 (Level 4)  

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• First aid certificate 

Career progression If you hold a MEC 6, you can progress to the following MEC 5 or MEC 4 
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30 Marine Engineer Class 5 

Short name MEC 5 

Regulation Aligned with STCW-F certificate Regulation II/5  

Privileges To perform the functions and duties on a motor ship as: 

(a) an engineer on passenger ships of less than 24 metres of any propulsion 
power within coastal limits 

(b) an engineer on passenger ships of up to 3000 kW propulsion power within 
inshore limits, on ships that have fewer than four systems and engine and 
system maintenance carried out ashore or under warranty 

(c) an engineer on non-passenger ships of less than 24 metres of any propulsion 
power within offshore limits 

(d) an engineer on non-passenger ships of any propulsion power within restricted 
limits 

(e) a second engineer on fishing ships of any propulsion power in any operating 
area 

(f) an engineer on fishing ships of less than 3000 kW propulsion power within 
inshore limits, on ships that have fewer than four systems and engine and 
system maintenance carried out ashore or under warranty 

Prior certification None 

Minimum sea service Option 1 – 12 months 

• on vessels of 100 kW or more (required) 
• while holding a current MEC 6 or equivalent 
 

Option 2 – 24 months 

• on vessels of 100 kW or more (required) 
• completion of approved training record book within the last 5 years 
 

Option 3 – 12 months plus 200 hours 

• on vessels 100 kW or more (required) 
• completion of approved MEC 6 training record book within the last 5 years 

Qualification NZ Certificate in Marine Engineering Class 6 (Level 4) with Marine Engineering 
Class 5 Strand 

Final 
examination 

Successful completion of any examination the Director may require assessed by an 
approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and 
other 
certificates 

• STCW or STCW-F basic safety training 

Career progression If you hold a MEC 5, you can progress to MEC 4  
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31 Marine Engineer Class 5 – Steam 

Short name MEC 5 Steam 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties as an engineer: 

(a) on passenger or non-passenger steam ships of any length and propulsion 
power that do not proceed beyond restricted limits 

(b) on passenger and non-passenger steam ships of less than 24 metres in 
length and less than 500 GT that operate beyond restricted limits but within 
coastal or offshore limits 

Prior certification None 

Minimum sea service 
(as per checklist – 
needs to be 
formatted) 

Option 1 
36 months including 12 months performing duties on steam propulsion engines or 
boilers on ships of any propulsion power 

Option 2 
36 months operating experience including 12 months performing duties on steam 
propulsion engines or boilers of a land installation 

Option 3 
12 months performing duties on steam engines or boilers  
AND 2 years craft, industrial or other training of a practical nature. 

Option 4 
12 months operating experience with steam engines or boilers of a land 
installation  
AND 2 years craft, industrial or other training of a practical nature. 

Qualification NZ Certificate in Marine Engineering Class 6 (Level 4) with Marine Engineering 
Class 5 Strand  

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

 STCW or STCW-F basic safety training 

Career progression If you hold a MEC 5 Steam, you can progress to MEC 4 
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32 Marine Engineer Class 5 – Motor and Steam 

Short name MEC 5 Motor and Steam 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties as: 

(a) an engineer on passenger ships of less than 24 metres of any propulsion 
power within coastal limits 

(b) an engineer on passenger ships of up to 3000 kW propulsion power within 
inshore limits, on ships that have fewer than four systems and engine system 
maintenance carried out ashore or under warranty 

(c) an engineer on non-passenger ships of less than 24 metres of any propulsion 
power within offshore limits 

(d) an engineer on non-passenger ships of any propulsion power within restricted 
limits 

(e) a second engineer on fishing ships of any propulsion power in any operating 
area 

(f) an engineer on fishing ships of less than 3000 kW propulsion power within 
inshore limits, on ships that have fewer than four systems and engine and 
system maintenance carried out ashore or under warranty 

(g) an engineer on passenger or non-passenger stream ships of any length and 
propulsion power that do not proceed beyond restricted limits, or 

(h) an engineer on passenger and non-passenger steam ships of less than 24 
metres in length and of less than 500 GT that operate beyond restricted limits 
but within coast al or offshore limits. 

Prior certification None 

Minimum sea service Option 1 – 36 months 

• 30 months performing duties on diesel engines 
• 6 months performing duties on steam propulsion engines or boilers 
 

Option 2 – 12 months 

• as an engineer on vessels of 100 kW or more 
• while holding MEC 6 or equivalent including 6 months performing duties on 

diesel engines and 6 months performing duties on steam propulsion engines 
or boilers 

Option 3 – 24 months 

• as an engineer on vessels of 100 kW or more including 18 months performing 
duties on diesel engines and 6 months performing duties on steam propulsion 
engines or boilers 

Qualification NZ Certificate in Marine Engineering Class 6 (Level 4) with Marine Engineering 
Class 5 Strand  

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

STCW or STCW-F basic safety training 

Career progression If you hold a MEC 5 Motor and Steam, you can progress to MEC 4 
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33 Marine Engineer Class 4 

Short name MEC 4 

Regulation Aligned with STCW-F certificate Regulation II/5 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties on a motor ship as chief engineer: 

(a) on passenger and non-passenger ships of less than 24 metres of 
any propulsion power, within coastal and offshore limits 

(b) on passenger and non-passenger ships under 3000 GT of any vessel 
length and propulsion power, within restricted limits 

(c) on fishing ships of less than 3000 kW, in the unlimited area 

Prior certification None 

Minimum sea service Option 1 – with MEC 5 

• 12 months 
• on vessels of 250 kW or more (required) operating beyond restricted limits  
• while holding MEC 5 or equivalent 
 
Option 2 – with shore-based engineering training 

• 12 months 
• on vessels of 250 kW or more (required) operating beyond restricted limits 
• with evidence of successful completion of shore-based engineering training 
 
Option 3 – with MEC 6 

• 24 months 
• on vessels of 250 kW or more operating beyond restricted limits 
• while holding MEC 6 or equivalent 

Qualification NZ Diploma in Marine Engineering (Level 6) 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and 
other 
certificates 

• STCW-F basic safety training 

• proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• advanced fire fighting 

Career progression MEC 4 is the highest engineering certificate for non-STCW ships 

 
Note – MEC 4 and MEC 3 training courses are the same. If you want to get a MEC 3 certificate you need to 
meet the sea service requirements listed under MEC 3. 
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34 Marine Engineer Class 3 

Short name MEC 3 

Regulation STCW Regulation III/1 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of: 
(a) an officer in charge of engineering watch at an operational level in a manned 

engine room  
(b) a designated duty engineer in a periodically unmanned engine room  

Prior certification None 

Minimum age 18 

Minimum sea 
service 

Option 1 – 12 months (as part of approved cadet programme) 
• on vessels 750 kW or more operating beyond restricted limits (preferred) 
• includes at least 6 months performing engine room watch keeping duties 

under supervision of Chief Engineer or qualified engineer officer 
• includes evidence of completion of cadet programme (evidenced by letter 

from the training provider) 

Option 2 – 36 months 

• Includes a minimum of 36 months service in the engine department on 
vessels 750 kW or more operating beyond restricted limits (preferred) 

• Includes at least 6 months performing engine room watchkeeping duties 
under the supervision of the chief engineer or qualified engineer officer 

Qualification NZ Diploma in Marine Engineering (Level 6) 

Final 
examination 

Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed  by an 
approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and 
other certificates 

• STCW basic training 
• Advanced fire fighting 
• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 
• Medical first aid 
• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply with 

ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold a MEC 3, you can progress to MEC 2 or MEC 2 <3000 kW or MEC 1 
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35 Marine Engineer Class 2 on ships less than 3000 kilowatts 

Short name MEC 2 <3000 kW 

Regulation STCW Regulation III/3 

Privileges Perform the functions and duties as  

(a) a second engineer on ships propelled by main propulsion machinery of 
less than 3000 kW in any operating area 

(b) officer in charge of engineering watch or a duty engineer on ships of any 
propulsion power 

Prior certification MEC 3 or equivalent 

Minimum sea service  12 months 
• on vessels of 750 kW or more operating beyond restricted limits (preferred) 
• as an assistant engineer officer or engineer officer 

Qualification Masters and Chiefs Foreign Going Programme – Second Engineer Foreign Going 
strand 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary certificates • STCW basic safety training 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Medical first aid 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold a MEC 2 <3000 kW, you can progress to MEC 2, MEC 2 ECE or 
MEC 1 



 

Seafarer Certification and Operational Limits Framework  Page 46 

36 Marine Engineer Class 2 

Short name MEC 2 

Regulation STCW Regulation III/2 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of: 

(a) a second engineer on ships powered by main propulsion machinery of any 
propulsion power in any operating area 

(b) a chief engineer on fishing ships of any propulsion power in any operating 
area 

Prior certification MEC 3 or equivalent 

Minimum sea service 12 months 
• on vessels of 750 kW or more operating beyond restricted limits (required) 
• as an officer in charge of engineering watch 

Qualification Masters and Chiefs Foreign Going Programme – Second Engineer Foreign Going 
strand 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary certificates • STCW basic training 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Medical first aid 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold a MEC 2, you can progress to MEC 2 ECE or MEC 1 
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37 Marine Engineer Class 2 Endorsed Chief Engineer 

Short name MEC 2 ECE 

Regulation STCW Regulation III/3 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of: 

(a) a chief engineer on ships powered by main propulsion machinery of less than 
3000 kW in any operating area 

(b) a second engineer on ships powered by main propulsion machinery of any 
power in any operating area  

Prior certification MEC 3 (or higher) certificate (or equivalent) 

Minimum sea service 24 months 
• at least 12 months while holding MEC 3 or higher certificate (or equivalent) on 

vessels of 750 kW or more operating beyond restricted limits (preferred) 
• includes 12 months as engineer watchkeeper on vessels 750 kW or more 

operating beyond restricted limits (preferred)  

Qualification Masters and Chiefs Foreign Going Programme – Second Engineer Foreign Going 
strand 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Medical first aid 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression If you hold a MEC 2 ECE, you can progress to MEC 1 
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38 Marine Engineer Class 1 

Short name MEC 1 

Regulation STCW Regulation III/2 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a chief engineer on ships powered by main 
propulsion machinery of any propulsion power in any operating area 

Prior certification MEC 3, MEC 2, MEC 2 ECE or equivalent 

Minimum sea service  Option 1 – 36 months 

• on vessels of 750 kW or more (required) operating beyond restricted limits 
(preferred) 

• as an officer in charge of engineering watch while holding MEC 3 certificate 
(or equivalent) or higher certificate 

 
Option 2 – 24 months 

• on vessels of 750 kW or more (required) operating beyond restricted limits 
(preferred) 

• includes at least 12 months as second engineer while holding MEC 2 
certificate (or equivalent) 

• remaining months as officer in charge of engineering watch 

Qualification Masters and Chiefs Foreign Going Programme – Chief Engineer Foreign Going 
strand 

Final examination Successful completion of any examination the Director may require, assessed by 
an approved Maritime NZ examiner 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

• STCW basic training 

• Advanced fire fighting 

• Proficiency in survival craft and rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats) 

• Medical first aid 

• Security awareness (required for seagoing ship which is required to comply 
with ISPS code) 

Career progression This is the most senior engineering officer certificate 
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Endorsements for National and STCW-F Certificates 
39 Endorsed to 24 metres 

Applies to Skipper restricted limits 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a : 
(a) master on passenger or non-passenger ships less than 24 metres in 

length overall carrying up to 19 passengers or less within restricted 
limits 

(b) master on fishing vessels less than 24 metres overall within enclosed, 
inshore, and fishing inshore limits 

(c) mate on commercial ships of less than 500 GT within restricted limits 
(d) mate on commercial ships of less than 24 metres within coastal limits 

Additional 
requirements 

Six months sea service on a commercial vessel of 12 metres or more in a 
deck capacity (if you do not hold an SRL) 
Six months sea service on a commercial vessel of any length in a deck 
capacity (if you hold an SRL) 

 
40 Endorsed to less than 500 gross tonnage 

Applies to Skipper restricted limits 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a: 

(a) master on passenger or non-passenger ships less than 500 GT 
carrying 19 passengers or less within restricted limits, and 

(b) master on fishing vessels of less than 500 GT within enclosed, inshore 
and inshore fishing limits, and 

(c) mate on commercial ships of less than 24 metres within coastal limits  

Additional 
requirements 

• Twelve months sea service on vessels 12 metres or more while holding 
SRL certificate <24 metres or equivalent, completed within 5 years 
preceding the date of application 

• Completion of an approved training record book 

• Successfully passed oral examination by an approved Maritime NZ 
examiner 

 
41 Endorsed 500 to 3000 gross tonnage 

Applies to Skipper restricted limits 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a master on vessels of 500 to 3000 
gross tonnage operating exclusively in restricted limits 

Additional 
requirements 

• Holds an SRL certificate endorsed to 500 GT or equivalent 
• Completion of an approved training course or structured training 

programme 
• Successfully passed oral examination by an approved Maritime NZ 

examiner 
 
Note – vessels of 3000 GT or more operating in restricted limits are required to be crewed by holders of 
STCW unlimited certificates. 
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42 Passenger endorsement – SRL, SCO & MY less than 24 m 

Applies to Skipper restricted limits, Skipper Coastal/Offshore and Master Yacht <24 metres 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of the above certificates on a passenger 
ship carrying any number of passengers 

Additional 
requirements 

• Successfully complete relevant training and 
• Complete at least 6 months approved sea service on a commercial 

passenger ship 
 
43 Passenger endorsement – QDC  

Applies to Qualified deck crew 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of qualified deck crew on a passenger 
ship carrying any number of passengers 

Additional 
requirements 

Successfully complete relevant training  

 
44 Cook Strait endorsement 

Applies to Skipper Restricted Limits 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a skipper restricted limits within the 
Cook Strait limit 

Additional 
requirements 

Successfully pass any assessment that the Director may require 

 
45 Square-rigged sailing endorsement (note this applies to STCW certificates also) 

Applies to Any National or STCW certificate 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a master or navigational watchkeeper 
on a square-rigged sailing ship 

Additional 
requirements 

Successfully complete relevant training and 
Either complete at least 12 months approved sea service in a deck capacity 
on a square-rigged sailing ship 
Or complete at least 6 months sea service in a deck capacity on a square-
rigged sailing ship and produce testimonials from the master of the ship 
confirming that the holder was assessed on board ship and found to be 
competent to serve as master. 

 
  



 

Seafarer Certification and Operational Limits Framework  Page 51 

46 High-speed endorsement 

Applies to Skipper restricted limits, Skipper Coastal and Offshore and Master Yacht <24 
metres 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a navigational watchkeeper on a 
high-speed ship 

Additional 
requirements 

Either Successfully complete relevant training, 
Or complete at least 12 months of relevant sea service as a master or officer 
on a high-speed ship in the 5 years preceding the date of the application 
and have a safe operating record. 

 
47 Specified activity endorsement 

Applies to Skipper restricted limits or a ring-fenced certificate  

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a master on vessels operating within 
a uniform distance of 100 miles from the coast of New Zealand 

Additional 
requirements 

• Demonstrate the ancillary proficiencies required for the issue of a 
certificate as Skipper coastal/offshore (First aid, fire fighting, survival 
craft and MGROC), and 

• Show that there is a clear operational need for the endorsement and 
• Successfully pass any assessment that the Director may require (or 

meet the requirements of the general exemption). 

 
48 Steam endorsement for MEC 5 

Applies to Marine engineer class 5 certificate  

Privileges To perform the functions and duties as an engineer: 

(a) on passenger or non-passenger steam ships of any length and propulsion 
power that do not proceed beyond restricted limits or 

(b) on passenger and non-passenger steam ships of less than 24 metres in length 
and less than 500 GT that operate beyond restricted limits but within coastal or 
offshore limits 

Additional 
requirements 

• Successfully complete relevant training and 
• Complete approved sea service of no less than 6 months on a steam 

ship and 
• Successfully complete an approved training record book while on board 

a stream ship during the 5 years preceding the date of the application 
and 

• Successfully complete any examination the Director may require 
assessed by an approved Maritime NZ examiner 
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Endorsements for STCW certificates 
49 Basic tanker endorsement 

Short name Basic tanker endorsement 

Regulation STCW Regulation V/1-1 and V/1-2 

Privileges To perform designated duties related to cargo or cargo equipment on a tanker of 
the relevant type (oil and chemical or liquefied gas) 

Prior certification No prior certification 

Minimum sea service  Option 1 
If basic tanker training completed no sea service required 

Option 2 
If no training completed, 3 months undertaken on relevant tanker (oil and chemical 
or liquefied gas) 

Qualification Applies to Option 1 above - either 

• Basic tanker training – oil and chemical or 

• Basic tanker training – liquefied gas 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

STCW basic training 

 
50 Advanced tanker endorsement 

Short name Advanced tanker endorsement 

Regulation STCW Regulation V/1-1 and V/1-2 

Privileges To perform designated duties  

(a) As part of the exercise privileges as a master, chief engineer officer, chief 
mate or a second engineer officer in accordance with a certificate of 
competency on a tanker of the relevant type and 

(b) Generally as a person with immediate responsibility for loading, discharging, 
care in transit, handling of cargo, tank cleaning or other cargo-related 
operations on a tanker of the relevant type 

Prior certification Applicable basic tanker endorsement for tankers (oil and chemical or liquefied gas 
tankers) 

Minimum sea service  3 months on relevant tanker (oil or chemical or gas) while holding basic tanker 
endorsement 

Qualification One or more of the following certificate courses 
• Advanced oil tanker training  
• Advanced chemical tanker training 
• Advanced gas tanker training  

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

STCW basic training 
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51 Basic polar water endorsement 

Short name Basic polar water endorsement 

Regulation STCW Regulation V/4-1 and V/4-2 

Privileges Master – to perform the privileges of a master while in polar waters that are open 
waters 

Chief mate – to perform the privileges of a chief mate while in polar waters that are 
open waters 

A master, chief mate or a deck officer may be in charge of a navigational watch on 
a ship operating in polar waters open waters  

Prior certification Holds an STCW certificate as master or deck officer 

Minimum sea service  No sea service required 

Qualification Basic training for ships operating in polar waters  

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

No additional ancillary or other certificates required 

 
52 Advanced polar water endorsement 

Short name Advanced polar waters endorsement 

Regulation STCW Regulation V/4-3 and V/4-4 

Privileges Master – to perform the privileges of a master while in polar waters  

Chief mate – to perform the privileges of a chief mate while in polar waters  

A master, chief mate or a deck officer may be in charge of a navigational watch on 
a ship operating in polar waters open waters 

Prior certification Holds an STCW certificate as master or chief mate 

Minimum sea service  At least 2 months in the deck department at management level or while performing 
watch-keeping duties at the operational level on a vessel operating in polar waters 

Qualification Advanced training for ships operating in polar waters  

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

STCW basic training 
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53 Basic IGF ship endorsement 

Short name Basic IGF ship endorsement 

Regulation STCW Regulation V/3 

Privileges To have responsibility for designated safety duties associated with the care or use 
of the fuel on board, or with emergency response relating to the fuel 

Prior certification No prior certification 

Minimum sea service  No sea service required 

Qualification Option 1 
• Basic IGF training  
Option 2 
• Evidence of meeting requirements to hold a Basic or Advanced liquefied gas 

tanker endorsement 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

No additional ancillary or other certificates required 

 

54 Advanced IGF ship endorsement  

Short name Advanced IGF ship endorsement 

Regulation STCW Regulation V/3 

Privileges To perform designated duties as part of the exercise of that persons privileges as 
a master or engineer officer or seafarer with immediate responsibility for the care 
and use of fuels and fuel systems on the ship 

Prior certification Holds a basic IGF ship endorsement 

Minimum sea service  Option 1 
One month of seagoing service that includes a minimum of three bunkering 
operations on board ships subject to the IGF Code – however, two of the three 
bunkering operations may be replaced by approved simulator training on bunkering 
operations as part of the training 
Option 2 
Three months of sea service in the previous five years on: 
• Ships subject to the IGF Code, or 
• Tankers carrying fuels covered by the IGF Code as cargo, or 
• Ships using gases or low flashpoint fuel 
AND 
A minimum of three bunkering operations on board ships subject to the IGF Code – 
however, two of the three bunkering operations may be replaced by approved 
simulator training on bunkering operations 
OR 
Have participated in conducting three cargo operations on board the liquefied gas 
tanker 

Qualification No additional training required 

Ancillary and other 
certificates 

No additional ancillary or other certificates required 
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55 Square-rigged sailing endorsement (note this applies to National certificates also) 

Applies to Any National or STCW certificate 

Privileges To perform the functions and duties of a master or navigational watchkeeper 
on a square-rigged sailing ship 

Additional 
requirements 

Successfully complete relevant training and 
Either complete at least 12 months approved sea service in a deck capacity 
on a square-rigged sailing ship 
Or complete at least 6 months sea service in a deck capacity on a square-
rigged sailing ship and produce testimonials from the master of the ship 
confirming that the holder was assessed on board ship and found to be 
competent to serve as master. 
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Glossary 
AB Deck Able Seafarer Deck 

AB Engine Able Seafarer Engine 

ADH Advanced Deckhand 

ADH-F Advanced Deckhand – Fishing 

Assigned inshore limit A defined section of the coastal limits not beyond the limit of the territorial 
sea of New Zealand (and not more than 30 NM from a safe haven), which 
a surveyor assigns to a ship as an inshore limit 

Assistant engineer officer A person under training to become an engineer officer 

Candidate A person who applies either to take an examination or to be issued with a 
certificate of competency, proficiency or endorsement 

CDH Certified Deckhand 

Certificate Certificate of competency or certificate of proficiency 

Certificate of competency 
(CoC) 

Corresponds to a maritime document that is described as a certificate of 
competency in Table 1 under Rule 32.2 

Certificate of proficiency 
(CoP) 

Corresponds to a maritime document that is described as a certificate of 
proficiency in Table 1 under Rule 32.2 

Chief engineer officer The senior engineer officer responsible for the mechanical propulsion and 
operation and maintenance of a ship’s mechanical and electrical 
installations 

Chief Mate Chief Mate on ships of any gross tonnage in any operating area 

Chief Mate <3000 GT Chief Mate on ships of less than 3000 gross tonnage in any operating 
area 

Chief Mate Yacht Chief Mate on superyachts of less than 3000 GT in any operating area 

Commercial ship The same meaning as defined in Maritime Rule 32.2 

Deck officer An officer certificated in accordance with the provisions of Chapter II of 
STCW-78 as amended 

DWR Deck Watch Rating 

ECDIS Electronic Chart Display and Information System – this is a computer-
based navigation system that complies with IMO regulations and can be 
used as an alternative to paper navigation charts 

EEZ Exclusive economic zone: the sea zone over which New Zealand has 
special rights for the exploration and use of marine resources, extending 
from the baseline of the territorial sea out to 200 NM 

Engineer Officer An officer certificated in accordance with the provisions of Regulation 
III/1, III/2 or III/3 of the STCW Convention 

ETO Electro-technical Officer 

ETR Electro-technical Rating 

EWR Engine Room Watch Rating 

Fishing vessel A vessel required to be registered under New Zealand fisheries 
legislation 

GMDSS Global maritime distress and safety system 

GROC General radiotelephone operator’s certificate 

GT Gross tonnage 

IMO International Maritime Organization 

Inshore limit Inshore limits as described in Appendix 1 of Maritime Rules Part 20 
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IR Integrated Rating 

ISPS International Ship and Port Facility Security Code - this is an amendment 
to the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Convention (1974/1988) on 
Maritime security including minimum security arrangements for ships, 
ports and government agencies. 

Length The same as load line length, as defined in Maritime Rules Part 47.2 

Length overall Overall length of a ship as defined in detail in Maritime Rules Part 32.2 

Limited waters The combined area of the coastal limits and offshore limits 

Master Master on ships of any gross tonnage in any operating area 

Master <xxx GT Master on ships of less than a specified size in any operating area 

Master Yacht Master on superyachts of less than 3000 GT in any operating area 

Master Yacht <24 m NC Master on sailing ships of less than 24 metres in the near-coastal area 

Master Yacht <500 GT Master on superyachts of less than 500 GT in any operating area 

MEC 1 Marine Engineer Class 1 

MEC 2 Marine Engineer Class 2 

MEC 2 ECE Marine Engineer Class 2 – endorsed as Chief Engineer 

MEC 3 Marine Engineer Class 3 

MEC 4 Marine Engineer Class 4 

MEC 5 Marine Engineer Class 5 

MEC 6 Marine Engineer Class 6 

MFV-L Mate of fishing vessels of less than 45m in length in limited waters 

MFV-U Mate of fishing vessels of any size operating in any operating area 

Month Equivalent to 30 days 

MOSS Maritime transport operator safety system 

Near-coastal area The combined area of the coastal limits and offshore limits 

Near coastal voyage A voyage within the near coastal area 

NM Nautical miles 

On-board yacht service Time spent signed on a superyacht, regardless of vessel activity 

Part 32 The maritime rule for seafarer certification 

Pleasure craft A ship that is used exclusively for the owner’s pleasure or as the owner’s 
residence and is not offered or used for hire or reward. For a full 
description, refer to the Maritime Transport Act 1994 Part 1. 

QDC Qualified Deck Crew 

Record book Record of sea service and vessels 

Restricted limits Enclosed water limits and inshore limits 

RROC Maritime restricted radiotelephone operator’s certificate 

RYA Royal Yachting Association 

Sailing ship A ship that is designed to be navigated under wind power alone and for 
which any motor provided is an auxiliary means of propulsion 

SCO Skipper Coastal/Offshore 

Sea service Service on board a ship that is relevant to a certificate or endorsement 

Sea service (superyachts) A combination of sea service, stand-by service and/or yard service, as 
well as time spent at sea that may include time at anchor, or river or 
canal transits associated with a passage 
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SFV-L Skipper Fishing Vessel – Master of fishing vessels of 24 metres or more 
but less than 45m length operating in limited waters  

SFV-U Skipper Fishing Vessel – Master of fishing vessels of any length 
operating in any operating area 

SRL Skipper Restricted Limits 

STCW-95 International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended in 1995 

STCW International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended in 2010 

STCW-F International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Fishing Vessel Personnel, 1995 

Superyacht A commercial yacht or sail training vessel of 24 metres or more load line 
length and less than 3000 GT that does not carry cargo or more than 12 
passengers 

Territorial sea New Zealand’s territorial sea, as defined by section 3 of the Territorial 
Sea, Contiguous Zone and Exclusive Economic Zone Act 1977 

Training record book Maritime NZ approved book providing evidence of required competencies 
Sometimes referred to as the TARbook 

Voyage A journey by water from one port either to another port, or back to the 
same port without calling at any other port 

Warship A ship belonging to the armed forces of a State. For a full description, 
refer to the Maritime Transport Act 1994 Part 1. 

Watchkeeper Deck Officer in charge of a navigational watch on ships of specified gross 
tonnage in any operating area 
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