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Estimating your 
Maritime Levy Payment: 
the first three years
Use the calculation table to estimate your new Maritime Levy 
Payment*.The calculation process has four steps. Follow Steps 1–4 to 
get six letters (A)–(F). Enter letters A–F into a Calculation Table.

First find out the GT or Length, Pax Cap and DWT for your vessel
•	If you don’t know the GT or Length, Pax Cap or DWT for your vessel, look at your Certificate  

of Survey. If you have DWT it is normally found in the Safety Construction Certificate for cargo ships.
•	If you don’t have a Certificate of Survey, you could look at your Certificate of Compliance, Safe 

Operational Plan or other similar document.
•	If your vessel has more than one Pax Cap, you must use the highest one.

Calculation Table
Rates Measure

(This calculation does not include the Oil Pollution Levy)
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Calculation Table 

•	Once you have entered the figures into A  to F , you can calculate the final column in the 
Calculation Table.  
1.	Multiply the figures in each row to produce the final column.
2.	Then add up the three lines to calculate your estimated Maritime Levy Payment. 

Note: The Calculation Table is an estimate of the Maritime Levy Payment and does not include 
the Oil Pollution Levy. If your vessel is Foreign, then the Maritime Levy is paid per port visit.
* The payment amount does not include GST. You will need to add GST.
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What is 
the length 

of your 
vessel?

Category

New Zealand

Yes

Under 
24m 

24m 
or more

Non-passenger 
e.g. cargo

Passenger 
e.g. cruiseNo

GT GT GT

Length

$7.1327

$13.8886

$0.1078$0.0836

$42.7515

$16.0538

$0.00$1.6848

$0.4216

$0.00

$0.0087$0.0075

Pax 
Cap

Pax 
Cap

Pax 
Cap

Pax 
Cap**

DWT DWT DWT

DWT

Foreign*

A A

A

A

B B

B

B

C C

C

C

Pay per port visitPay annually

$7.5215

$16.0538

$0.00

Pax 
Cap**

DWT

Work out which rates apply1

(SOLAS means Safety of Life 
At Sea convention).

* If your vessel is a Foreign
passenger or non-passenger
vessel you must pay GT
irrespective of length.

A

B

C

GT

Is your 
vessel 
a NZ or 
Foreign 
vessel?

SOLAS 

** Doesn’t apply to NZ 
non-passenger vessels.

You will need to know whether your vessel is a New Zealand or Foreign vessel. 
New Zealand means:

• New Zealand registered.
• Not New Zealand registered but required or entitled to be NZ registered.
• Registered in another country (foreign flagged) but on demise charter to NZ based operator.

Foreign means a vessel that is not a NZ vessel.
• ‘Pax Cap’ is passenger capacity, GT is gross tonnage, ‘Length’ is overall length

in metres, ‘DWT’ is dead weight tonnage.
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Yes No

Enter Gross 
Tonnage

Enter 
LengthD D

Work out if you pay on Length or 
Gross Tonnage

2

Is your 
vessel 24m 
or more in 

length?

• Enter the Gross Tonnage (GT) figure into D  in the Calculation Table. If your vessel is New Zealand
non-SOLAS under 24 metres, then instead of Gross Tonnage (GT), you must enter the overall length
of your vessel in metres into D  into the Calculation Table.

Does your 
vessel have 
a Pax Cap?

Yes No

Enter maximum 
Pax Cap

Enter 0E E

Passenger Capacity (Pax Cap)3

Pax Cap is the maximum 
passengers the vessel can 
carry and does not include 
crew or staff on board. 

Your vessel operating part-
time /seasonally and not being 
full has already been assumed 
in the Pax Cap rate.

• Enter the Passenger Capacity into E  in the Calculation Table.

Is your 
vessel 

NZ SOLAS 
or foreign?

Yes No

Enter DWT Enter 0F F

Dead Weight Tonnage4

• If your vessel is NZ SOLAS or a foreign vessel, enter Dead Weight Tonnage (DWT) into F

in the calculation table.



Examples

New Zealand non-SOLAS under 24 metres (e.g. passenger)
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$13.8886 10 138.89

$16.0538 6 96.32

$0.00 0.00

235.21

0

Total Estimated Maritime Levy Payment (plus GST)

Foreign passenger (e.g. cruise ship)
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$0.0836 110,000 9,196.00

$1.6848 2,500 4,212.00

$0.0075 15,000 112.50

13,520.50
per port visit

Total Estimated Maritime Levy Payment (plus GST)

New Zealand non-SOLAS under 24 metres (e.g. fishing vessel)
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$13.8886 $138.89

$138.89

10

$16.0538 0

$0.00 0

0.00

0.00

Total Estimated Maritime Levy Payment (plus GST)

New Zealand non-SOLAS 24 metres or more (e.g. commercial fishing trawler)
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$7.5215 259 1,948.07

$0.00 0 0.00

$0.00 0 0.00

1,948.07
Total Estimated Maritime Levy Payment (plus GST)


