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BACKGROUND
Since 2017 Ipsos New Zealand has been undertaking the Recreational Boating Survey for Maritime NZ, which used to be conducted once a year, after the busy
boating season of summer.

In 2021, Ipsos and Maritime NZ recognised the need to run this project using a quarterly surveying of a general population sample, to overcome the seasonal
issues with once-annual fieldwork.

Field dates & sample
The survey was conducted online amongst a nationally representative sample from the NZ adult population. In Q1 2021, data collected ran from 11th to 20th of
March for a sample size of 1,007. Q2 2021, data collection ran from 20th to 28th of May for a sample size of 1,004.

Changes in questionnaire
Every year the questionnaire has been improved, as the survey has matured and staff requirements at Maritime NZ changed.
The 2021 survey includes new questions which were added to cover issues that are important to Maritime NZ and the Safer Boati ng Forum members.

Question comparability to past years will be reduced as we migrate from “in the last year” to “in the last 6 / 3 months” – but this just means current data is more
accurate.
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PROFILE OF THE
NZ RECREATIONAL
BOATIE
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OVERALL INCIDENCE OF BOATIES – PARTICIPATION RATE
After a post-2020 COVID-19 high, the proportion of recreational boaties amongst the general
population has been maintained (with a slight post-summer drop-off), with half of New Zealanders a
boatie of some kind.

Based on estimated population
aged 18+ of 3,891,300 derived
from population projections
June 2021 – Stats NZ

% Involved in recreational boating

70%
60%

52%
50%

1,945,650 boaties
50%

45%
42%

42%

42%

2017

2018

2019

40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
2020

Q1 2021

Q2 2021

QM5: Can you tell us if you owned, skippered or used any of the following types of vessels in the last 6 months? Please note this only includes vessels used for your recreational / leisure purposes, not those used for commercial purposes
or charter boat operations. / Q5: Can you tell me if you own, skipper or use any of the following types of vessels? Please note this only includes vessels used for recreational / leisure purposes, not those used for commercial purposes or
charter boat operations.
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525, 2020: n=2,006, 2019: n=2,174, 2018: n=3,101, 2017: n=2,122)
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DEMOGRAPHICS OF BOATIES – 2021
% Involved in recreational boating – Quarterly survey
Gender
Males

Region live in

Ethnicity
Females

51%

49%

There are no changes over these quarters within the
demographic make-up of NZ boaties.

Northland

50%

48%

68%

NZ European / Pakeha

15%

Q1

Q2

Pacific

16–24

19%
19%

25–34

19%
21%
21%
20%

35–44
45–54

55–64
65+

Chinese

12%
12%
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6%
6%

Indian

5%

6%

Recreational boaties comparted to
non-boaties
Boating are more likely to be:
• Aged 16–34
• Male (slightly)
• Māori or Asian ethnicity
• From Auckland
• Working (manager / business owner /
farm owner or technicians & trades
worker)
Boating are less likely to be:
• Aged 55+
• From Wellington
• Not working (retired or on benefits)

Gisborne
Hawke's Bay
Taranaki
Manawatu-Wanganui
Wellington / Wairarapa
Tasman
Nelson
Marlborough
Canterbury / West Coast

15%
16%
14%
13%

6%
4%

Age

Bay of Plenty

13%

Māori

Q2

Other / Don't know

14%
12%

Q1

40%
37%

Auckland
69%
Waikato / Taupo

Q1

4%
4%

Q2

Q1: Which of the following age groups are you in? / Q2: Do you best identify as… / Q3: Which ethnic group or groups do you
identify with? / Q4: In which one of the following regions do you normally live?
Base: NZ boaties (Q1 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525)

Otago
Southland

10%
11%
5%
6%
1%
0%
3%
3%
3%
2%
5%
5%
8%
9%
0%
1%
2%
1%
1%
1%
13%
14%
4%
4%
1%
1%

VESSEL USED MOST FREQUENTLY

32%
33%
32%
32%
29%
32%

Kayaks continue to be the most frequently used recreational vessel, no doubt their low price and
ease of use contributing to a low barrier to use.

Kayak

Powerboat
<6 m

Jet ski

Powerboat 6 m +

Dinghy with
engine

Stand-up
paddleboard
(SUP)

In 2021 asked as
‘Dinghy powered’

2017

2018

2019

M6: Which of these vessels do you use the most frequently?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=520, 2020: n=2,006, 2019: n=2,174, 2018: n=3,101, 2017: n=2,122)
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Dinghy or other
unpowered small
craft

Canoe / waka
ama

In 2021 asked as
'Dinghy unpowered’

2020

Q1 2021

Q2 2021

Sailboat
6m+

Sailboat
<6 m

1%
0%

In 2021 asked
as ‘Windsurfer
or kitesurfer’

1%
1%

2%
2%
3%
2%
2%
1%

3%
3%
4%
3%
4%
3%

4%
5%
6%
5%
5%
4%

5%
6%
5%

11%
11%
9%

5%
5%
6%
7%
7%
6%

7%
6%
9%

8%
7%
8%
9%
8%
7%

10%
8%
8%
9%
9%
8%

21%
22%
22%
19%
20%
21%

Vessel used most frequently

Windsurfer

SUMMARY
Profile of the NZ recreational boatie
Half of NZrs are
regular boaties.

Kayaks continue to be the most
frequently used recreational
vessel, followed by small
powerboats and jetskis.

Boaties tend to be a little younger
than the average NZr.
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Boaties are a little more
likely to be in Auckland,
and/or be of Maori or
Asian descent.

Boaties are more likely to be in
employment, especially
managers, business owners,
technicians & tradies. Different
people – different boats.

The types of vessels used can be predicatable (more Maori and Pacific
Islanders use Waka Ama) and sometimes surprising (jet skiers are more
likely to be female). Younger people use a lot of kayaks, older people
yachts.

BOATING
HABITS
© Ipsos | Maritime Recreational Boating and Marketing Research 2020

MAIN PURPOSES OF BOATING TRIPS
As hypothesized by MNZ, those fishing for meals (thought to be at greater risk of boating in poor
weather) are more likely to be lower-income Maori.
72%

Relaxing / fun / socialising:
• More likely: 25–34, female, boat in Canterbury
• Less likely: Pacific, beneficiary

21%

A holiday / weekend trip (more than 1 day):
• More likely: 16–24, female, student, boat in Taupo, Marlborough
• Less likely: boat in Canterbury / West Coast

37%

Spending time in nature:
• More likely: 25–34, ‘other’ ethnicity, boat in Canterbury /
West Coast or overseas
• Less likely: 55–64

16%

Fishing for food – I needed a meal:
• More likely: 45–54, 65+, Māori, machinery operator / driver,
beneficiary, boat in Waikato, Nelson, Marlborough
• Less likely: 16–24, boat in Canterbury

27%

Fishing for fun / a fishing contest:
• More likely: male, 55+, boat in Marlborough or Nelson,
retired
• Less likely: boat in Canterbury / West Coast, 16–24

15%

Adrenalin / adventure / excitement:
• More likely: 16–24, female, Asian, boat in Bay of Plenty or Otago
• Less likely: 35–44, 55–64, retired

25%

Exercise / fitness:
• More likely: boat in Wellington / Wairarapa, Canterbury
• Less likely: 55+, retired

Q10: What were the main purposes of your trips when you have used the [MAIN VESSEL] over the last 6 months?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500). Note: New question added in 2021.
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MAIN VESSEL TRIP PURPOSE IN SUMMARY
Powerboats of all sizes, and dinghies, were most likely to be used for fishing.
Powerboats

Fishing for fun / a fishing contest or
Fishing for food – I needed a meal

Competition / organised water sport / training

Jet Ski

Kayak

Adrenalin, adventure,
excitement

Exercise / fitness or
Relaxing / fun socialising or
Spending time in nature

M6: Which of these vessels do you use the most frequently?
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Dinghies

Sailboats

SUP

Exercise / fitness or
Spending time in
nature

Fishing for fun / a
fishing contest or
Fishing for food – I
needed a meal

Canoe / Waka Ama

Competition / organised water
sport / training or
Watching competition / organised
water sport

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON BOATING HABITS
Most boaties stated that COVID-19 had not changed their boating habits. But around a third started
boating, or boating in a different way due to COVID-19, representing a large proportion potentially at
risk of boating in a way outside of their experience or skill level.
57%
29%

I stopped boating as often as I used to

21%
8%
8%

I started boating more often than I used to

I started boating regularly for the first time

5%
6%

I started boating regularly after many years without boating

5%
6%

I started using a different type of boat than I had been using before

4%
3%

I started going on longer boating trips / boating to new places

4%
3%

I bought a boat / vessel

I sold a boat / vessel

3%
2%

4%
1%

M11: COVID-19 has changed many aspects of our lifestyles. Which of the following descriptions match how COVID-19 has affected your boating habits?

Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021.
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Q1 2021 (n=525)
Q2 2021 (n=500)

Significantly higher / lower than previous wave shown in green / red

46%

My boating habits have not changed due to COVID-19

WHO DO BOATIES USUALLY GO BOATING WITH?
A majority of boaties have company joining them on boating trips. The number of children and
colleagues on trips understandably drops away after the summer period (Q1).
Are you normally on your own on these trips, or are
other people on the boat with you?

Not including yourself, how many people in the categories below are
normally with you on these trips?
Average number of people shown
1.7

1.5

1.5 1.5

69%

72%

0.7
0.6
0.5

0.5

0.4
0.3

0.3
0.2

31%

28%

Q1
On my own

Q2
Other people were on board with me

Adult family
members

Adult friends

Children aged 6–
12

Colleagues /
workmates

Q1 2021 (n=525)

Q2 2021 (n=493)

Q8: Are you normally on your own on these trips, or are other people usually on the boat with you? / Q9: Not including yourself, how many people in the categories below are normally with you on these trips?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525)
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Children aged
13–17

Children aged <5

LOCATIONS OF BOATING TRIPS
Coastal beach areas, lakes & harbours are where the majority of trips have been taken; likely
reflecting the predominance of kayaks, small powerboats and jet skis.
29%

31%

Region Used
Main Vessel

Q1 2021

Q2 2021

520

500

Auckland

36%

34%

Bay of Plenty

11%

13%

Waikato

12%

11%

Northland

12%

10%

Canterbury

12%

10%

Wellington

7%

8%

Otago

6%

7%

Marlborough

2%

5%

Nelson

3%

4%

Hawke’s Bay

3%

3%

Taranaki

3%

3%

Base, n=
23%
Lake

21%

19%
Harbour

18%

14%
Open ocean

13%

10%
River

9%

5%
Estuary

8%

Q1 2021 (n=525)

Q2 2021 (n=500)

Q7: Which of the following best describes where the majority of your trips have been, when you have used the <-- VESSEL> over the last 6 months? /
Q6: In which region(s) have you used [MAIN VESSEL] over the last 6 months? (with NETTs)
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021.
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Region Used
Main Vessel

Q1 2021

Q2 2021

520

500

Taupo

5%

3%

ManawatuWanganui

4%

3%

West Coast

1%

2%

Wairarapa

1%

2%

Gisborne

1%

1%

Southland

2%

1%

Tasman

2%

1%

Overseas

1%

1%

Base, n=

Significantly higher / lower than previous wave shown in green / red

Coastal beach area

SUMMARY
Vessel user profile
Around a third of boaties
have started boating, or
boating in a different way,
due to COVID-19.

Over the previous 6 months 59% used
their main vessel only a few times.

This represents a large proportion at
heightened risk of boating in a manner
outside of their experience or skill level.

Jet Ski

Adrenalin,
adventure,
excitement

Kayak

Exercise / fitness or
Relaxing / fun
socialising or
Spending time in
nature
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This means that the proportion of boaties
who could be said to be ‘regular’ is fairly
low, as might be their experience and
possibly safety.

SUP

Exercise /
fitness or
Spending time
in nature

Canoe /
Waka Ama

Competition / organised
water sport / training or
Watching competition /
organised water sport

Powerboats

Fishing for fun / a
fishing contest or
Fishing for food – I
needed a meal

A majority of boaties have company
joining them on boating trips, although
the number of children and colleagues on
trips drops after the summer period.
This could indicate a heightened risk in
winter months from more solo trips.

Sailboats

Competition /
organised water
sport / training

Dinghies

Fishing for fun / a
fishing contest or
Fishing for food – I
needed a meal

COMMUNICATIONS
& INFORMATION
SOURCES
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BOATING INFLUENCES
Friends & family are clearly the most-cited influence on people’s boating habits.
Friends / family

53%
27%
26%

Watching what other people around me are doing

Websites with lessons, tips & guidance

17%
17%
17%

Boating safety advertising campaigns

12%
15%
14%
15%
14%
14%
14%
14%
14%
13%
13%
12%
10%
12%
14%
12%
12%
10%
9%
10%
9%
9%
10%
7%

Social media, e.g. Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Twitter, etc
The Safer Boating Code / website
Talks with the Coastguard or other officials
Recreational boating education courses (either face-to-face or online)

Boating or sports clubs / organisations
Television / videos
None
Staff where I get my boating supplies / equipment from
Safer Boating Guide produced by the Safer Boating Forum
The Coastguard's 'Old 4 New' lifejacket swaps
Printed books / magazines

The 'What's Your Plan?' advertising campaign

Other (please tell us what)
Other advertising campaigns

4%
4%
2%
3%
2%
2%

Q28a: Which of the following do you feel have influenced how you go boating, especially in terms of your trips on the <-- VESSEL>?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021.
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21%
22%
22%

Significantly higher / lower than previous wave shown in green / red

Smartphone apps

Podcasts

56%

Q1 2021 (n=525)
Q2 2021 (n=500)

INFLUENCING ORGANISATIONS
NZ Coastguard was most often cited as an influencing organisation. Large variations between
quarters likely reflects different levels of activity from Summer to Autumn and small sample sizes.
82%
84%

No influencing org's
Water Safety NZ

5%
6%
4%
6%
4%
3%
4%
3%
4%
4%
4%

NZ Marine
NZ Search & Rescue
Other boating or sports club
Surf Life Saving NZ
Local councils
Maritime New Zealand

0%

5%

2%
2%
3%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%

Yachting NZ
NZ Sport Fishing Council

Jet Boating NZ
NZ Police
Ministry of Transport
The Safe Boating Forum

10%
9%
8%

0%

Drowning Prevention Auckland
Waka Ama
NZ Underwater Association
NZ Stand up Paddling Inc
KASK (Kiwi Association of Sea Kayakers)
Swimming NZ

2%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
2%
1%
1%

Q28e: Which, if any of the following organisations have influenced how you go boating?

Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note 1: New question added in 2021. Note 2: SBF and Maritime NZ added in Q2 2021.
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Significantly higher / lower than previous wave shown in green / red

Coastguard NZ

BOATING INFLUENCES – SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook & YouTube are considered the social media channels most useful for boating.
86%
87%

No social media used
9%

Facebook

12%
8%
8%

YouTube
Instagram
WhatsApp
Snapchat

3%
5%
2%
2%
1%
1%

Twitter

1%
2%

TikTok

1%
1%

WeChat

1%
0%

Something else

0%
1%

Q28f: What social media channels are most useful for you, in terms of boating?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021.
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Q1 2021

Q2 2021

BOATING SAFETY PLANNING
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HOW OFTEN SKIPPER / IN CHARGE OF THE BOAT
Around 60% of boaties claim that they skipper their main vessel all or some of the time.
How often are you the skipper (in charge of the boat), during
your trips on this vessel?
8%
26%

10%

34%

32%

32%

33%

25%

Which of these vessels do
you use most frequently?
Q1 and Q2 data combined to
get larger sub-sample sizes.

Total
Q1 +Q2

All the
time

1,025

336

Kayak

30%

39%

31%

10%

53%

Powerboat (Total)

29%

19%

27%

48%

9%

Powerboat <6m

21%

15%

22%

32%

4%

Powerboat 6m+

8%

4%

5%

16%

5%

Dinghy (Total)

14%

11%

11%

20%

12%

Dinghy powered

8%

6%

6%

14%

2%

Dinghy unpowered

6%

5%

5%

6%

10%

Jet ski

9%

7%

14%

6%

3%

Stand-up paddleboard (SUP)

7%

12%

4%

3%

7%

Sailboat (Total)

5%

5%

4%

7%

3%

Sailboat 6m+

3%

4%

3%

5%

2%

Sailboat <6m

2%

1%

1%

2%

1%

Canoe / waka ama

4%

2%

6%

3%

10%

Base, n=

Q1
Never, nobody is formally 'in charge'

Q2
Never, somebody else is always the skipper

Some of the time

All the time

Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
All the time:
• Less likely: female (26%), powerboat <6m (18%), powerboat 6m+ (14%), dinghy unpowered (14%)
• More likely: kayak (47%), boat in Otago (52%)
Some of the time:
• Less likely: 55–64 (20%)
• More likely: jet ski (51%)
Never, somebody else is always the skipper:
• Less likely: male (16%)
• More likely: female (34%), powerboat <6m (40%), powerboat 6m+ (51%), dinghy powered (51%)
Never, nobody is formally ‘in charge’:
• Less likely: powerboat <6m (3%)
• More likely: kayak (16%)

As kayakers are also more likely to be in charge ‘all the time’ we assume
the kayakers answering ‘never’ are in 2-person kayaks.

Q4a: Thinking about when you normally use the <-- VESSEL>. How often are you the skipper (in charge of the boat), during your trips on this vessel?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021.
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Significantly higher / lower than total shown in green / red

Never,
somebody Never, nobody
Some of
else is
is formally 'in
the time
always the
charge'
skipper
339
259
91

EXPERIENCE & SKILL
Passengers rate their Skippers’ experience higher than the Skippers do themselves. This means that
passengers who feel uneasy about safety aspects of their trips are likely to be assuming their
Skippers have more skill than they actually have, and thus be less likely to ‘speak up’.
7%
29%

14%

32%

Skipper all
or some of
the time

Never,
somebody
else is always
the skipper

675

259

Total novice

25%

20%

Total experienced

53%

72%

Average ‘Skill
Score’ out of 100:
29%

44

Base, n=

52

22%

15%
8%

15%

7%
6%

6%
4%

7%

Skippers

1 - Complete novice with little experience

Non-Skippers

2

3

4

5

6

7 - Highly skilled expert

Q4b: How experienced and skilled do you think you are at using this kind of vessel, the <MOST USED VESSEL FROM M6>, for the normal trips you have in it? How experienced and skilled do you think the skipper is at using this kind of
vessel, the <MOST USED VESSEL FROM M6>, for the normal trips you have in it?
Base: Skipper all or some of the time (Q1 + Q2 2021: n=675), Never, somebody else is always the skipper (Q1 + Q2 2021: n=259)
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Significantly higher / lower than ‘skipper all or some of the time’ shown in green / red

HOW BOATIES GET READY FOR THEIR TRIPS
Safer behaviour comes from consciously planning one’s trip rather than acting out of habit.
About a third of boaties claim their normal trips are not pre-planned - they ‘just went’.
Only 6% planned their trips in great detail.
Older boaties are more likely to plan properly; kayakers are the least likely.
27%
29%

Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
I did some planning, used some checklists,
checked the boat / weather, etc

26%

I let others do the organising &
just did what they told me

26%

26%

21%

15%

I made sure the basics were done
& left it at that

I researched & planned everything
in great detail

19%

7%

Q1

Q2

6%

Q12: Which of the following statements best matches how you normally got ready for your trips on the <-- VESSEL> over the last 6 months?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021.
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There was no special planning or organising, I just went:
• Less likely: 65+ (16%), powerboat <6m (14%)
• More likely: kayak (42%)
I let others do the organising and just did what they told me:
• Less likely: kayak (11%).
• More likely: powerboat <6m (32%)
I made sure the basics were done and left it at that:
• Less likely: 45–54 (9%), 65+ (7%)
• More likely: Asian (30%)
I did some planning, used some checklists, checked the boat
/ weather, etc:
• Less likely: Asian (13%), dinghy unpowered (7%)
• More likely: 45–54 (38%), 65+ (43%).
I researched and planned everything in great detail:
• More likely: 65+ (14%)

Significantly higher / lower than total shown in green / red

There was no special planning or
organising, I just went

THINGS CONSIDERED PRIOR TO NORMAL BOATING TRIPS
Checking the weather & lifejackets are most likely to be considered before a trip.
72%
74%

The weather
51%
53%

Having enough lifejackets / personal floatation devices
33%
32%

Having enough food and water

30%
28%

How far from shore the boat was likely to go

25%
27%

Dangerous places like rapids, rocks or crossing a bar
Making a mistake (e.g. capsizing, falling overboard or hitting rocks)

24%
26%

Local by-laws or rules

24%
25%

Personal problems e.g. sea sickness, sunburn etc

26%
25%
20%

Running out of daylight

24%
24%
24%

Mechanical problems; running out of fuel etc
21%

What other boaties in the area were doing

23%
21%

Having recreational equipment e.g. for fishing, waterskiiing, wakeboarding etc
17%

What other non-boaties in the area were doing (e.g. swimming or diving)

21%

19%
20%

Getting swept away e.g. by tide or current

21%
19%

Having a working marine / VHF radio
Getting too tired to row / paddle

14%
16%

Losing cellphone reception

15%
15%

I don't usually think about any risks

24%

3%
3%

Q14a: When you have been preparing for these normal trips on the <-- VESSEL>, what have been the main things that were considered beforehand?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021.
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Key Demographic Differences for
Quarter 2 overleaf

THINGS CONSIDERED PRIOR TO NORMAL BOATING TRIPS
Checking the weather & for lifejackets are more likely to be considered before a trip.

Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
The weather:
• Less likely: 16–24 (58%), boat in Wellington (52%)
Having enough lifejackets / PFD:
• Less likely: 16–24 (37%), Asian (30%)
• More likely: 65+ (71%), sailboat 6m+ (88%), dinghy powered (72%)
Having enough food and water:
• Less likely: jet ski (15%), kayak (19%)
• More likely: sailboat 6m+ (81%), powerboat <6m (50%)
How far from shore the boat was likely to go:
• More likely: boat in Bay of Plenty (40%)
Dangerous places:
• More likely: boat in Wellington (42%)
Local by-laws or rules:
• Less likely: kayak (12%), boat in Canterbury / West Coast (12%)
• More likely: 65+ (43%), powerboat <6m (37%), dinghy powered (51%)
Running out of daylight:
• More likely: dinghy powered (40%)
Mechanical problems:
• Less likely: kayak (2%)
• More likely: 65+ (43%), powerboat <6m (43%), dinghy powered (58%)

Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
What other boaties in area were doing:
• Less likely: Asian (10%)
• More likely: boat in Otago (44%)
Having recreational equipment:
• Less likely: 16–24 (11%), kayak (7%)
• More likely: 45–54 (32%), 65+ (41%), powerboat <6m (46%)
What other non-boaties in the area were doing:
• Less likely: 16–24 (12%), Asian (8%)
Getting swept away:
• More likely: Asian (32%), dinghy unpowered (41%)
Having a working marine / VHF radio:
• Less likely: 25–34 (10%), jet ski (5%), kayak (4%)
• More likely: 65+ (43%), powerboat <6m (38%), powerboat 6m+ (43%), sailboat 6m+ (69%)
Getting too tired to row / paddle:
• Less likely: powerboat <6m (4%)
• More likely: kayak (27%)
Losing cellphone reception:
• More likely: NETT dinghy (26%)

Q14a: When you have been preparing for these normal trips on the <-- VESSEL>, what have been the main things that were considered beforehand?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500). Note: New question added in 2021.
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Significantly higher / lower than total shown in green / red

WEATHER: WHAT IS USUALLY CHECKED
The most common weather features checked are the wind, tide, rain and water choppiness.
Older boaties and those on smaller vessels are more likely to check these factors.
22%

Weather not checked

26%

Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
58%
59%

Wind (e.g. strength, direction, changes)
50%
50%

The tide / changes in the tide / currents
46%

Rain forecasts

40%
43%
43%

How choppy the water might be
35%

Temperatures

32%
33%
32%

Swell size / direction

30%
31%

Visibility

29%
29%

Sun, cloud forecasts
Sea / river height
Sunset / sunrise times

17%
16%
14%
14%

Q14b: What aspects of the weather did you check?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021.
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Significantly higher / lower than total shown in green / red

Wind:
• Less likely: Asian (59%), kayak (59%)
• More likely: 65+ (92%), powerboat <6m (85%), dinghy
powered (92%)
Tide / changes in tide / currents:
• Less likely: boat in Canterbury / West Coast (42%)
• More likely: boat in Northland (87%) or Auckland (76%)
How choppy the water might be:
• Less likely: 35–44 (42%), Asian (32%), boat in Auckland (46%)
• More likely: 55–64 (70%), powerboat <6m (70%), dinghy
powered (78%)
Swell size / direction:
• Less likely: 16–24 (28%), Asian (25%), kayak (26%), boat in
Canterbury / West Coast (21%)
• More likely: 45–54 (57%), 65+ (61%), dinghy powered (67%),
NETT powerboat (55%)
Visibility:
• Less likely: kayak (27%)
Sunset / sunrise times:
• More likely: NETT dinghy (30%)

INFORMATION SOURCES: PROBLEMS ON THE WATER
Most of those considering possible on-water problems get their information to plan their trip via a
website via their phone or computer or ask a friend / family member.
54%

Problems not considered
37%
40%

Website accessed by smartphone
28%

Asked a friend / family member

Asked an expert (e.g. Coastguard, boat club)

25%
25%

Smartphone app

23%
24%

Safer Boating Guide produced by the Safer Boating
Forum

Website accessed by smartphone:
• More likely: 35–44 (59%)
Safer Boating Guide produced by the SBF:
• More likely: NETT dinghy (29%)

14%
17%
10%
9%

Social media, e.g. a Facebook group
None

8%
14%

Radio

8%
9%
5%
6%

TV

4%
4%

Newspaper

4%
4%

Magazine

Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
31%

27%
34%

Website accessed by computer / laptop

Something else

57%

2%
3%

Q14d: You said that you usually considered possible problems such as capsizing, being swept away, or dangerous places like rapids or bars. Which, if any, information sources did you use to help plan for these better?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021.
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Significantly higher / lower than total shown in green / red

INFORMATION SOURCES: EQUIPMENT PROBLEMS
Most of those considering possible mechanical problems ask an expert or friend / family member.

77%
74%

Mechanical problems not considered
51%
44%

Asked an expert (e.g. mechanic, retailer)

34%
32%

Asked a friend / family member
Safer Boating Guide produced by the Safer Boating Forum

12%
16%

Website accessed by smartphone

9%
14%

Something else

16%
13%

Website accessed by computer / laptop
None
Smartphone app

19%
13%
7%
11%

10%
9%

Magazine

5%
5%

TV

5%
5%

Newspaper

5%
3%

Radio

2%
3%

Social media, e.g. a Facebook group

2%
3%

Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
Website accessed by smartphone:
• More likely: 35–44 (37%)
TV:
• More likely: 25–34 (22%)

Q14e: You said that you considered possible mechanical problems. Which, if any, information sources did you use to help reduce the chances of some equipment failing?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021.
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Q1

Q2

SUMMARY: SAFETY PLANNING

60% of boaties
skipper their main
vessel all/most of
time. 40% are
passengers.

Passengers tend to over-estimate
their skipper’s experience, so those
who feel uneasy about safety of trips
may be less likely to raise concerns.
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Kayakers are the most
frequently used vessel,
but are least likely to
plan their trips and
most likely to rate
themselves as novices

Older boaties are generally safer
in all ways – telling others onshore about plans, checking
weather conditions and by-laws

Checking weather and lifejackets
are most likely to be considered
before a trip. Wind, tide, rain and
water choppiness are the most
commonly checked conditions.

BOATING SAFETY –
ON THE WATER
© Ipsos | Maritime Recreational Boating and Marketing Research 2020

ITEMS USUALLY KEPT ON BOATS
Lifejackets are clearly the most commonly taken safety item. Other items are much less likely to be
taken & this will partially reflect the dominant nature of kayaks.
Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
73%
77%

Lifejackets (including small PFDs)
49%
54%

Cellphone in a waterproof bag
Waterproof torch

26%
31%

Marine VHF radio

30%
31%

Flares

31%
27%
22%
23%

Distress beacon or locator beacon / PLB

24%
22%

Cellphone not kept in a waterproof bag

14%
17%

Air horn
None of the above
Don't know

6%
6%
4%
3%

Q1

Q2

Q15: Still thinking about the normal trips you have had on the <MOST USED VESSEL FROM M6> over the last 6 months, which, if any, of the
following do you know were on the boat?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021.
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Significantly higher / lower than previous wave (chart) / total (text box) shown in green / red

Lifejackets (including small PFDs):
• Less likely: 16–24 (61%), Asian (62%), SUP (55%)
• More likely: 55-64 (89%), 65+ (98%), dinghy powered (91%), boat in
Northland (90%)
Cellphone in a waterproof bag:
• Less likely: 16–24 (37%)
• More likely: 65+ (71%)
Waterproof torch:
• Less likely: 16–24 (20%)
• More likely: 65+ (47%), powerboat <6m (49%), powerboat 6m+ (49%),
dinghy powered (47%)
Marine VHF radio:
• Less likely: jet ski (13%), kayak (8%)
• More likely: 65+ (50%), powerboat <6m (66%), powerboat 6m+ (70%)
Flares:
• Less likely: 16–24 (13%), 35–44 (15%), kayak (8%)
• More likely: 45–54 (38%), 65+ (43%), powerboat <6m (51%), powerboat
6m+ (43%), dinghy powered (47%)
Distress beacon or locator beacon / PLB:
• Less likely: kayak (9%)
• More likely: 65+ (36%), powerboat <6m (41%), powerboat 6m+ (43%), boat
in Bay of Plenty (36%) or Wellington / Wairarapa (37%)
Cellphone not kept in a waterproof bag:
• More likely: powerboat <6m (39%)
Air horn:
• Less likely: kayak (6%)
• More likely: power boat 6m+ (38%)

LIFEJACKETS: CARRIAGE & TYPE
Nearly all claim to have enough suitable & properly fitting lifejackets for everybody; however, most
still have the foam buoyancy lifejackets, especially kayakers.
4%

96%

5%

95%

Q1 2021 (n=381) 2%

18%

13%

67%

Q2 2021 (n=384) 1%

20%

10%

68%

Don't know

A mix of foam buoyancy & inflatable lifejackets

All inflatable lifejackets (including PFDs)

All foam buoyancy lifejackets

19% of
Wellington
boaties

Q1 2021 (n=381)

Q2 2021 (n=384)

Not enough suitable & properly fitting lifejackets for everybody

Enough suitable & properly fitting lifejackets for everybody

Q16a: How many lifejackets were on board during this trip? / Q16b: What type of lifejackets were they?
Base: Lifejacket carriers (Q2 2021: n=384, Q1 2021: n=381). Note: New question added in 2021.
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Significantly higher / lower than total shown in green / red

Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
All foam buoyancy life jackets:
• Less likely: powerboat <6m (51%), powerboat 6m+ (41%)
• More likely: kayak (88%)
All inflatable lifejackets (including PFDs):
• Less likely: kayak (4%)
• More likely: 55–64 (21%)
A mix of foam buoyancy and inflatable lifejackets:
• Less likely: kayak (8%)
• More likely: powerboat 6m+ (41%), powerboat <6m (35%)

VHF RADIO: TYPE
Those with a marine VHF radio have them fixed to the vessel, especially those in smaller
powerboats.
73%
Fixed to the vessel
75%

33%
Portable / carried or clipped on
29%

Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
Fixed to the vessel:
• More likely: powerboat <6m (89%)
Portable / carried or clipped on:
• Less likely: powerboat <6m (16%)

4%

Don't know
5%
Qt1 2021 (n=158)

Q17: Was the marine VHF radio fixed to the vessel, or was it a portable, waterproof radio that was carried or clipped on?
Base: Marine radio carriers (Q2 2021: n=153, Q1 2021: n=158)
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Qt2 2021 (n=153)

DISTRESS BEACONS
Carried by 23% of boaties, the distress beacons were similarly likely to be EPIRBs & PLBs, with
58% known to be registered.
Beacon Usage

Beacon Registration
57%
58%

NETT – Yes

42%

An Emergency Position
Indicating Radio Beacon
(EPIRB)

50%

38%
39%

Don't know

49%
A personal locator beacon
(PLB)

43%

25%
27%

Yes, but I'm not sure
who with
Yes, with an
organisation in another
country

17%

29%
29%

Yes, with
www.beacons.org.nz

3%
3%

Don't know
17%

No

Qt1

Qt2

Qt1

Q18a: What sort of distress beacon was on board? Q18b: Was the beacon registered?
Base: Distress beacon carriers (Q2 2021: n=113, Q1 2021: n=115). Note: New question added in 2021.
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5%
3%

No significant key demographic
differences for quarter 2

Qt2

WHAT IS REGULARLY CHECKED DURING A NORMAL TRIP
The weather & water conditions are mostly checked during a normal trip.
Older boaties generally check more things.
72%
69%

The weather (wind, rain etc)
55%
55%

The water (currents, tides, waves etc)
44%
41%

How far the boat was from shore

38%
36%

How much daylight was left

37%
34%

Other boaties in the area
27%
24%

Mechanical issues, e.g. fuel supplies

20%
24%

If local by-laws or rules were being observed

17%
17%

Other non-boaties in the area

None of these things were regularly checked

7%
8%

Q1 (n=525)

Q2 (n=500)

Q19: Which, if any of the following things were regularly checked during your normal trips on the <-- VESSEL> over the last 6 months?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525)
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Significantly higher / lower than total shown in green / red

Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
The weather:
• Less likely: 16–24 (54%)
• More likely: 65+ (86%), kayak (78%), boat in Bay of Plenty (82%)
The water:
• More likely: boat in Northland (71%)
How far the boat was from the shore:
• Less likely: 35–44 (30%)
• More likely: 55–64 (58%)
How much daylight:
• More likely: Asian (50%)
Other boaties in the area:
• Less likely: 16–24 (22%)
• More likely: 65+ (52%), powerboat <6m (46%), boat in Bay of Plenty (48%)
Mechanical issues:
• Less likely: 25–34 (13%), kayak (2%)
• More likely: 65+ (48%), powerboat <6m (46%), dinghy powered (56%)
If local by-laws or rules were being observed:
• Less likely: 16–24 (14%), kayak (8%), boat in Canterbury / West Coast (12%)
• More likely: powerboat <6m (43%)
None of these things were regularly checked:
• More likely: 16–24 (17%)

BY-LAW KNOWLEDGE
Local by-law knowledge mainly concerns lifejacket usage and required safety equipment.
Older boaties and powerboat users are more likely to be
aware of local by-laws.
Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
52%
50%

When it's legally required to use lifejackets

47%

Safety equipment that must be carried for your type of vessel

42%

The 'give way' rules / navigational safety laws

39%
41%

How fast a boat can go close to shore, other vessels or
people

41%
40%
35%
34%

Using lights at night
22%
26%

None of these

23%
22%

Rules when towing people (e.g. waterskis or seabiscuits)

Registering jet skis

16%
12%

Q1

Q2

Q27: Which, if any, of the following regional by-laws do you feel you know well (for the area where you normally go boating)?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021.
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When it’s legally required to use lifejackets:
• Less likely: 16–24 (38%), kayak (38%)
• More likely: 65+ (67%), powerboat <6m (62%), NETT powerboat (60%)
Safety equipment that must be carried for your type of vessel:
• Less likely: 16–24 (26%), 35–44 (31%), kayak (26%)
• More likely: 45–54 (56%), 55–64 (58%), 65+ (67%), powerboat <6m
(56%), NETT powerboat (57%)
The ‘give way’ rules / navigational safety laws:
• Less likely: 16–24 (22%), female (32%), kayak (28%)
• More likely: 65+ (78%), male (49%), powerboat <6m (55%), NETT
powerboat (53%)
How fast a boat can go close to shore, other vessels or people:
• Less likely: 16–24 (28%), Asian (23%), kayak (23%)
• More likely: 65+ (72%), powerboat <6m (59%), NETT powerboat (57%)
Using lights at night:
• Less likely: 16–24 (21%), kayak (15%)
• More likely: 65+ (62%), powerboat 6m+ (56%), boat in Bay of Plenty
(49%), NETT powerboat (54%)
None of these:
• Less likely: powerboat <6m (11%), powerboat 6m+ (8%), NETT
powerboat (10%)
• More likely: kayak (41%)
Rules when towing people:
• Less likely: kayak (10%)
• More likely: powerboat <6m (36%), NETT powerboat (34%)

% doing this ‘every time’

SAFETY ACTIONS TAKEN
Lifejacket usage was the safety action most likely to be taken ‘every time’ a boating trip was taken,
especially children’s lifejackets.
Ensured all children on board wore a correctly fitting
lifejacket the entire time they were on the water

78%
85%
70%
71%

Ensured that everyone had a lifejacket that fitted them

Checked a suitable weather forecast before you
went out on the water*

68%

Wore a correctly fitting lifejacket or PFD the entire time
you were on the water

63%
66%

Ensured all adults on board wore a correctly fitting lifejacket
the entire time they were on the water

63%
64%
58%
61%

Avoided alcohol before & during the trip
Ensured there were at least two ways to call or signal for
help (e.g. a cellphone in a bag, marine VHF radio, a distress
beacon, flares, air horn or waterproof torch)'

38%
40%

Q1

Q2

M21: Did you do each of the following things during this trip?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021. *Note: Statement added in Q2 2021.
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Key Demographic Differences for Quarter 2:
Ensured that everyone had a lifejacket that fitted them:
• Less likely: 16–24 (59%), Asian (55%)
• More likely: boat in Northland (90%), 55–64 (83%), 60–64yrs (89%)
Checked a suitable weather forecast before you went out on the
water:
• Less likely: 16–24 (47%), boat in Canterbury / West Coast (52%)
• More likely: 55–64 (86%), 65+ (86%), boat in Northland (83%)
Wore a correctly fitting fitting lifejacket or PFD the entire time you
were on the water:
• Less likely: 16–24 (52%)
• More likely: 45–54 (79%)
Ensured all adults on board wore a correctly fitting lifejacket the
entire time they were on the water:
• More likely: 45–54 (81%)
Ensured there were at least two ways to call or signal for help:
• Less likely: 16–24 (27%), 25–34 (24%), boat in Canterbury / West
Coast (24%)
• More likely: 45–54 (51%), 55–64 (58%), 65+ (57%)

SUMMARY: ON THE WATER
23% of boaties carry distress
beacons, likely to be EPIRBs
& PLBs. 58% of these are
known to be registered

Lifejackets are the commonly taken
safety item. Nearly all have enough
suitable and properly fitting lifejackets
for everybody. Most still have foam
buoyancy lifejackets, especially
kayakers.
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Boaties on small wind/engine
powered vessels (dinghies,
sailboats or powerboats) tend
to be the most safety
conscious and by-law aware

When people boat for exercise
(mainly kayakers, windsurfers,
SUPrs), they are much less likely to
consider lifejackets or other safety
behaviours.

CHANGING
BOATING BEHAVIOURS

© Ipsos | Maritime Recreational Boating and Marketing Research 2020

% doing this ‘every time’

SAFETY ACTIONS
The following safety actions were used to identify non-compliant boaties for the MAPPS section
that follows. Between Q1 and Q2 there was an increase in all compliant behaviours, possibly
reflecting the change in weather and trip/vessel types.
Checked a suitable weather forecast before you
went out on the water*

Weather checkers / non-checkers

68%

Ensured all children on board wore a correctly fitting lifejacket the entire time they
were on the water

78%
85%
70%
71%

Ensured that everyone had a lifejacket that fitted them
Wore a correctly fitting lifejacket or PFD the entire time
you were on the water

63%
66%

Ensured all adults on board wore a correctly fitting lifejacket
the entire time they were on the water

Lifejacket
users / non-users

63%
64%
58%
61%

Avoided alcohol before & during the trip
Ensured there were at least two ways to call or signal for help (e.g. a cellphone in a
bag, marine VHF radio, a distress beacon, flares, air horn or waterproof torch)'

38%
40%

Q1

Q2

M21: Did you do each of the following things during this trip?
Base: NZ boaties (Q2 2021: n=500, Q1 2021: n=525). Note: New question added in 2021. *Note: Statement added in Q2 2021.
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Drinkers / non-drinkers

Signallers / non-signalers

BOATING BEHAVIOUR: LIFEJACKETS
Lifejacket non-users were most likely to believe their vessels could handle rough conditions, so they nor the
others on board were worried about drowning – especially as lifejackets were seen as uncomfortable to wear.
Lifejackets: Usage and Attitudes Q2 2021
The boat I was on for these trips can handle rough conditions OK (Ph)

49%

The people I was on the trip with did not want to wear lifejackets the whole time (S)

34%
34%  Especially 16-24 yr-olds, Women

I wasn’t concerned with the potential for drownings to occur (M)
Wearing lifejackets is inconvenient and uncomfortable (Ph)

30%

Lifejackets would have only needed to be worn in dangerous conditions (M)

27%

It would be too expensive to buy more lifejackets (A)

25%

I just didn’t think much about lifejackets at all (Pr)

24%

It is OK to put on a lifejacket only when the conditions get rough (Ph)

24%

It’s up to individuals whether they decide to wear lifejackets or not (S)

24%

I was not confident about getting everyone on board to wear lifejackets (M)

22%  Especially 16-34 yr-olds, Men, Waikato residents

My opinion about lifejackets wouldn’t have made a difference (M)

21%

Lifejackets only need to be worn by children (M)

Note, some statements
have been rephrased from
the questionnaire for more
consistent charting – all
attitudes as shown here are
‘unwanted’.

18%
17%  Especially 25-34 yr-olds, Men, Waikato residents

I don’t know how to use lifejackets properly (M)

17%  Especially 25-34 yr-olds

Lifejackets only need to be worn by people who can’t swim (M)

I would be embarrassed to encourage others to wear lifejackets (S)

 Especially 25-34 yr-olds

23%

There were not enough suitable, fitting lifejackets for everybody on board (A)

I only wear a lifejacket if others are also wearing them (S)

 Especially 65+ yr-olds, Men, Aucklanders

13%
12%
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Q22: Below you will see some statements about lifejackets (which include Personal Flotation Devices). Please indicate how much you agree or
disagree with each statement, as it relates to the normal trips you took in the last 6 months on the <MOST USED VESSEL FROM M6>.
Base: Lifejacket non-users (Q2 2021: n=127 or statements with * n=91)

(M) = Motivation factors
(A) = Ability factors
(Ph)= Physical factors
(Pr) = Processing factors
(S) = Social factors

BOATING BEHAVIOUR: WEATHER-CHECKING
Weather non-checkers’ were most likely to believe their vessels could handle rough conditions, and weren’t
worried about worsening weather. MNZ Radio Handbooks were often unavailable.
Weather Checking: Usage and Attitudes Q2 2021
The boat I was on for these trips can handle rough conditions OK (Ph)

49%

I wasn’t worried about the weather becoming worse (M)

43%
34%  Especially 16-24 yr-olds, Women

There was not a copy of the Maritime NZ Radio Handbook on the vessel used for that trip (Ph)
I don’t know the call-sign for this vessel (A)

30%

The people I went boating with weren’t concerned about the weather forecasts (S)

26%

There wasn’t anybody who could use a marine VHF radio on this trip (A)

25%

I don’t use apps to check the weather while out on the water (Ph)

25%

It’s too expensive to buy a VHF radio or suitable phone / dataplan to take on these trips (A)

25%

There was not a suitable marine VHF radio on the vessel used for that trip (Ph)

24%

I let others decide what to do regardless of the weather forecast (S)

24%

I can predict the weather for a trip without using weather forecasts (A)

22%

Weather forecasts aren’t important for trips like this one (M)

21%

My opinion about the weather wouldn’t have make a difference (M)

21%

I was not confident about getting everyone on board to pay attention to the weather (M)

20%

I don’t understand all the parts of the weather forecast (A)

16%

I would have been embarrassed to try to change the trip plans because of the weather (S)
I just forgot about checking the weather for these trips (Pr)
I don’t know how to get the weather forecasts that are suitable for this kind of trip (A)
I would have been too embarrassed to keep checking the weather (M)

 Especially 35-44 yr-olds, Kayakers

15%
13%
10%  Especially Women, 25-34 yr-olds
10%
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Q23: Below you will see some statements about checking the weather when boating. Please indicate how much you agree or disagree
with each statement, as it relates to the normal trips you took in the last 6 months on the <MOST USED VESSEL FROM M6>.
Base: Weather non-checkers (Q2 2021: n=122 or statements with * n=89)

Note, some statements
have been rephrased from
the questionnaire for more
consistent charting – all
attitudes as shown here are
‘unwanted’.

(M) = Motivation factors
(A) = Ability factors
(Ph)= Physical factors
(Pr) = Processing factors
(S) = Social factors

BOATING BEHAVIOUR: EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS
Non-signallers were unlikely to be concerned with the need to call for help, nor did they have beacons, flares
or VHF radio.
Emergency Communications: Usage and Attitudes Q2 2021
I wasn’t concerned about calling for help on this trip (M)

76%

There weren’t any distress / emergency beacons on the vessel I used for this trip (incl EPIRBs & PLBs) (Ph)

61%

There were no distress flares on the vessel I used for this trip (Ph)

60%

I don’t know how to use marine VHF radio services when on the water (A)

49%

I didn’t know the call sign for the vessel I was on for that trip (A)

47%

There was no suitable marine VHF radio on the vessel I used for this trip (Ph)

43%

I don’t know how to use distress / emergency beacons (A)

43%

I don’t know how to use distress flares (A)

40%

There wasn’t anybody with a marine VHF operators qualification on these trips (A)

37%

The vessel I was on for these trips did not have enough room for extra radios etc (Ph)

37%

I just let others manage the communications devices (S)

 Especially 16-24 yr-olds, Women, Kayakers, Aucklanders

32%

The vessel I was on for these trips can handle rough conditions OK (Ph)

31%

My opinion about emergency communications devices wouldn’t have made a difference (M)

23%

People I was with did not agree that at least two forms of communication needed to be carried (S)

22%

I just forgot about communications devices for these trips (Pr)

17%
12%
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Q24: Below you will see some statements about communications methods when boating. Please indicate how much you agree or disagree
with each statement, as it relates to your normal boat trips you took in the last 6 months on the <MOST USED VESSEL FROM M6>.

Base: Non-signallers (Q2 2021: n=129 or statements with * n=78 or ~ n=49)

 Especially Women, 16-24 yr-olds, Maori, Aucklanders

35%

It isn’t important to have at least two emergency communications devices on board at all times (M)

I would have been embarrassed to encourage others to take emergency comm’s devices (M)

 Especially Women, Dinghy users

 Especially 25-34 yr-olds, Women,
Kayakers, Aucklanders

Note, some statements
have been rephrased from
the questionnaire for more
consistent charting – all
attitudes as shown here are
‘unwanted’.

(M) = Motivation factors
(A) = Ability factors
(Ph)= Physical factors
(Pr) = Processing factors
(S) = Social factors

BOATING BEHAVIOUR: AVOIDING ALCOHOL WHILE BOATING
Drinkers generally didn’t consider nor be concerned about on-board alcohol consumption, feeling it’s up to
individuals how much they drink – and usually OK for the types of boating they do.
On-Board Alcohol Consumption: Usage and Attitudes Q2 2021
I just didn’t think much about alcohol consumption on these trips (Pr)

42%

It’s up to individuals whether they decide to drink alcohol or not (S)

32%

I wasn’t concerned about the amount of alcohol drunk during these trips (M)

28%

It was OK to drink alcohol for the type of boating we did on these trips (Ph)

24%

I would not have been confident about getting everyone on board to reduce their alcohol consumption (M)

20%

My opinion about alcohol wouldn’t have made a difference (M)

20%

I would only reduce my alcohol consumption if others were also drinking less (S)

18%

I would have been embarrassed to encourage others to drink less alcohol during these trips (M)

18%

The people I went boating with would have not have wanted to reduce their alcohol consumption (S)
I don’t really know how to get people to drink less alcohol on-board (A)
It’s not easy to ensure less alcohol is drunk on board (Ph)
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Q25: Below you will see some statements about drinking alcohol when boating. Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with
each statement, as it relates to your normal boat trips you took in the last 6 months on the <MOST USED VESSEL FROM M6>.
Base: Drinkers (Q2 2021: n=122)

 Especially Men, 16-24 yr-olds, Kayakers

 Especially Men, 25-34 yr-olds, Kayakers

17%
14%  Especially Men, 25-34 yr-olds, Kayakers
13%

Note, some statements
have been rephrased from
the questionnaire for more
consistent charting – all
attitudes as shown here are
‘unwanted’.

(M) = Motivation factors
(A) = Ability factors
(Ph)= Physical factors
(Pr) = Processing factors
(S) = Social factors

