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Proposed reform of the Design, Construction, and Equipment (DCE) Rules governing the domestic commercial fleet 

We would like to hear your feedback on the proposed amendments to the DCE rule set. 
We encourage you to review the consultation material outlined below and share your feedback via one of the following methods:
· Completion of part or all of this submission form or in any other written form. See page 25 of this form for details on how to send us your written submission.
· Attendance at a Maritime NZ online information session being held on 27 and 28 August and 24 and 25 September (times to be confirmed). Contact us at 40.series@maritimenz.govt.nz if you would like to attend a session.
· Verbally on request. Contact us at 40.series@maritimenz.govt.nz if you would like us to contact you to discuss the proposals.
The submission deadline is 5pm, on Friday 18 October 2024.

Consultation material
The consultation material consists of the following series of documents:
· Invitation to Comment - An overview of the consultation package and summary of the proposals, including information on how to have your say on the proposals.
· Proposal summaries - Details of the proposed changes for each of the four rule topics being consulted on: Life-saving Appliances, Fire Protection, Machinery and Ancillary Equipment, and Anchors and Cables. 
· Draft Maritime Rules and draft Maritime Transport Instruments (MTIs) – a set of rules and MTIs for each of the four rule topics.
· What does this mean for me – the main implications of the proposed changes for 14 representative vessels we consider reflect the majority of the New Zealand domestic commercial fleet. 
Additional information is available in the Interim Regulatory Impact Analysis and a blank template is provided to enable readers to undertake their own assessment by applying the rules and MTIs to their specific circumstance.

All documents can be accessed at https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/public/consultation/dce-40-series-package-1/ 
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[bookmark: _Toc173756372]Section 1	Your Details  
	Name
	

	Email
	

	Organisation
(if applicable)
	


	Position
(if applicable)
	

	How are you involved in the sector?
	☐Recognised
Surveyor
	☐
Owner / Operator
	☐ 
Vessel Crew / Master
	☐ 
Boat Builder / Maintenance
	☐ 
Retailer /Service Provider
	☐Other 
	

	Please share more about your involvement


	What type of vessel(s) do you operate or are involved with?
	☐Passenger
	☐ Non-passenger
	☐ Fishing
	☐ Sailing
	☐Other 

	Please share more information




	If you are an owner, operator, crew or master, where does your vessel(s) operate? 
	☐
Enclosed / Inland
	☐ 
Inshore /  inshore fishing
	☐ Restricted Coastal
	☐ 
Coastal
	☐ Offshore
	☐Unlimited 

	Please share more information about where you operate, including:
· If inshore limits, do you operate exclusively within the inshore limits set out in Part 2 of Appendix 1 of Rule Part 20?
· If you operate within restricted coastal, how would you describe the area you operate in as:
· a small discrete segment of the coastal limit 
· a substantive portion of the coastal limit
· something else – please explain






Questions and feedback
[bookmark: _Toc173756373]Section 2	Overview Questions 
In addition to the specific questions outlined in the following sections, you may also wish to comment on the following overview questions: 
Q 1 	What impacts do you think the proposed rules and maritime transport Instruments might have on the industry, maritime operations or maritime safety?








Q 2 	Are the proposed rules and maritime transport instruments accurate, free of error, and as clear and understandable as possible?
For example, do you find the use of tables in the Life-saving Appliances MTI useful?








[bookmark: _Toc173756374]Section 3	Fire Protection Questions
Proposal 1 – Automatic fire detection and alarm systems 
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· pages 9 - 10 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 8 - 13 of Part 3D: Fire Protection: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
F 1.1 	Do you agree with the proposal to require more vessels to have standalone fire detection and alarm systems?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



F 1.2	Do you agree with the proposal to require more vessels to have fixed fire detection and alarm systems?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?




F 1.3	Do you agree with the proposed transition period allowing existing vessels up to two years to have fixed fire detection and alarm systems?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



Proposal 2 – Fixed fire-extinguishing systems
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· pages 9 - 10 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 14 - 19 of Part 3D: Fire Protection: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
F 2.1 	Do you agree with the proposal to require more vessels to have fixed fire-extinguishing systems?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



F 2.2	Do you agree with the proposal to allow some vessels of less than 15 metres in length to not comply with the technical standards for fixed fire-extinguishing systems if the proposed criteria are met?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



F 2.3	Do you agree with the proposed transition period allowing existing vessels up to two years to have fixed fire-extinguishing systems?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?




Proposal 3 – Structural fire protection
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· pages 9 - 10 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 20 - 27 of Part 3D: Fire Protection: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
F 3.1 	Do you agree with the proposal to require more new vessels to have structural fire protection?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



F 3.2	Do you agree with the proposal to require more existing vessels to have structural fire protection?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



F 3.3	Do you agree with the proposed levels of structural fire protection?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?





F 3.4	Do you have any information on what it may cost for a vessel to have structural fire protection installed (particularly existing vessels)?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	

	Please share more information







F 3.5	Do you agree with the proposed transition period allowing existing vessels up to five years to have structural fire protection installed?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?







Proposal 4 – Fire hose appliances
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· pages 9 - 10 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 28 - 33 of Part 3D: Fire Protection: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
F 4.1	Do you agree with the proposal to require fewer vessels to have fire hose appliances?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?










F 4.2	Do you agree with the proposed new performance standards for fire hose appliances?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why/why not?




Proposal 5 – Firefighter outfits and breathing devices
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· pages 9 - 10 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 34 - 39 of Part 3D: Fire Protection: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
F 5.1	Do you agree with the proposal that new and existing vessels of 24 metres or more in length must have two firefighter outfits and two self-contained breathing apparatus?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



F 5.2	Do you agree with the proposal that all new and existing vessels of 24 metres or more in length must have two emergency escape breathing devices?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?






Proposal 6 – Remove requirements for vessels to have sand and non-portable fire extinguishers
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· pages 9 - 10 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 40 - 44 of Part 3D: Fire Protection: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
F 6.1	Do you agree with the proposal that vessels no longer be required to have sand or non-portable fire extinguishers?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



[bookmark: _Toc173756375]Section 4	Machinery and Ancillary Equipment Questions
Proposal 1 – Changes to fuel system rules
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· page 10 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 4 - 7 of Part 3E: Machinery and Ancillary Equipment: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
M 1.1 	Do you agree with the proposed change to allow fibre reinforced plastic (FRP) and thermoplastic fixed-in-place petrol fuel tanks?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



M 1.2	Do you agree with the proposed changes to require roll-over safety valves for planing vessels less than 12 metres with petrol fuel systems?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?






Proposal 2 – Changes to rules for main and auxiliary machinery
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· page 10 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 8 - 11 of Part 3E: Machinery and Ancillary Equipment: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
M 2.1 	Do you agree with the proposed changes to require engine alarms?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



M 2.2 	Do you agree with the proposed change to require remote manual engine shut-down where the engine is not readily accessible?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?





Proposal 3 – Allowing plastic for use in sea water piping and bilge piping 
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· page 10 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 12 - 14 of Part 3E: Machinery and Ancillary Equipment: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
M 3.1 	Do you have any comments on the conditions under which plastic piping may be used?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	

	Please share more information



Proposal 4 – Consolidating and harmonising rules for number, type and capacity of bilge pumps 
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· page 10 of Consultation overview – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· page 15 - 19 of Part 3E: Machinery and Ancillary Equipment: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
M 4.1 	Do you agree with the proposals to consolidate and harmonise the rules for the number, type and capacity of bilge pumps in the proposed new rules for Machinery and Ancillary Equipment?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?






M 4.2 	Do you agree with the number and capacity of bilge pumps proposed for new sailing vessels?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



M 4.3 	Do you agree that the rules should specify the number of bilge pumps required and their capacity for new fishing vessels?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?




Proposal 5 – Requirements for additional bilge level alarms
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· page 10 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 20 - 23 of Part 3E: Machinery and Ancillary Equipment: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
M 5.1 	Do you agree with the proposal to require additional bilge alarms in fish holds, cargo holds and watertight compartments that are separate from the machinery space?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



M 5.2	Do you agree with the proposal that an existing vessel would have 2 years from the commencement of the rules to install bilge level alarms in fish holds, cargo holds and watertight compartments if the space does not already have one?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?




Proposal 6 – Changes to bilge system arrangements
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· page 10 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 24 – 27 of Part 3E: Machinery and Ancillary Equipment: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
M 6.1 	Do you agree that sealed watertight compartments in open boats of less than 12 metres should not require bilge drainage arrangements, provided the boat meets the stability rules and there is a way to check the contents of the watertight compartments?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



M 6.2 	Do you agree that a vessel of 15 metres or more that proceeds beyond the coastal limits should be able to pump and drain from every space in the ship (except the machinery space) when any one watertight compartment is flooded?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	☐ Partially support

	Please share more information


M 6.3 	Do you agree that a vessel of 24 metres or more that proceeds beyond restricted limits should have at least two bilge suctions in the machinery space, if it is fitted with a bilge main?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?




Proposal 7 – Changes to requirements for electrically powered bilge pumps
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· page 10 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 28 - 31 of Part 3E: Machinery and Ancillary Equipment: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
M 7.1 	Do you agree that electric bilge pumps and bilge level alarms should be powered on separate circuits?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



M 7.2	Do you agree that electrically powered bilge pumps should have a manual override switch?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	☐ Partially support

	Please share more information





M 7.3	Do you agree with the proposed 2 year transition period in which existing vessels would need to meet the requirements to have a manual override switch for automatic bilge pumps and the 5 year transition period in which existing vessels would need to install separate circuits to provide power to electric bilge pumps and bilge alarms?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	☐ Partially support

	Please share more information





[bookmark: _Toc173756376]Section 6	Life-saving Appliances Questions 
Proposal 1 – Liferafts and lifejackets 
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· pages 10 - 11 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 5 - 13 of Part 3H: Life-saving Appliances: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
L 1.1 	Do you agree with the proposal to require lifejackets for all persons on board a vessel (in all operating limits)?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



L 1.2	Do you agree that vessels operating in enclosed waters should comply with the above lifejacket requirement from the date the rules come into force?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not? (for example, are operators able to transition immediately or do they need a time to transition to the new requirements)



L 1.3	Should there be a longer transition period (e.g. 5 years instead of the proposed 2 years) for certain lifejacket requirements, to allow time for lifejackets to be upgraded to a higher buoyancy (where applicable)?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?




L 1.4 	Do you agree with the proposal to allow open reversible liferafts on vessels operating out to the coastal limits?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not? (for example, are the conditions set out appropriate to mitigate the risk?)



L 1.5	Should there be a requirement for buoyant apparatus for 30% of passengers on board a passenger vessel operating in inshore waters? [Note: this proposal is not currently included in the draft rule or MTI]
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not? 



L 1.6	Will you need to purchase a liferaft or lifejackets to comply with the proposed new rules and MTIs?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	
	
	
	


L 1.7	Are the proposals likely to result in any additional costs or savings?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	
	
	
	

	Please share more information






Proposal 2 – Rescue boats 
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· pages 10 - 11 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 14 - 19 of Part 3H: Life-saving Appliances: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
L 2.1 	Do you agree with the proposal to allow manual launching for rescue boats out to the coastal limits?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



L 2.2 	Will the rescue boat design standards be suitable to cover workboats on fishing vessels or other auxiliary craft?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



L 2.3	Will you need to purchase a rescue boat to comply with the proposals?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	


L 2.4	Are the proposals likely to result in any additional costs or savings?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	
	
	
	

	Please share more information




Proposal 3 – Liferafts and Visual Signals 
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· pages 10 - 11 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 20 - 24 of Part 3H: Life-saving Appliances: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
L 3.1 	Do you agree with the proposed approach to rules for lifebuoys and visual signals?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?



L 3.2	Do you agree with the proposed design standards for horseshoe lifebuoys? E.g. that they should have a minimum buoyancy of 100 Newtons?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?








[bookmark: _Toc173756377]Section 6	Anchors and Cables Questions
Proposal 1 – Reducing certification requirements for anchors, chain cables and accessories 
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· page 11 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 4 - 7 of Part 3J: Anchors and Cables: Proposal Summary for Consultation 
A 1.1 	Do you agree with the proposal to reduce certification requirements for vessels of less than 24 metres in length?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?




Proposal 2 – Allowing steel wire rope to be used as anchor cable
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· page 11 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 8 - 10 of Part 3J: Anchors and Cables: Proposal Summary for Consultation
A 2.1 	Do you agree with the conditions under which steel wire will be allowed to be used as anchor cable?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?






Proposal 3 – Allowing super high holding power (SHHP) anchors
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· page 11 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 11 - 13 of Part 3J: Anchors and Cables: Proposal Summary for Consultation
A 3.1 	Do you agree with the proposal to allow SHHP anchors if they have been approved by a recognised classification society or inspecting organisation?
	☐ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?




Proposal 4 – Allowing a passenger vessel of less than 24 metres in length (that would otherwise require two anchors) to carry a single anchor
For information on these specific proposals refer to:
· page 11 of the Invitation to Comment – an overview of the consultation package and a summary of proposals
· pages 14 - 17 of Part 3J: Anchors and Cables: Proposal Summary for Consultation
A 4.1 	Do you agree with the proposal to allow a passenger vessel of less than 24 metres in length that would otherwise require two anchors to carry a single anchor if it operates in the restricted limits specified in Part 2 of Appendix 1 of Maritime Rules Part 20 and only travels from a wharf to a wharf?
	☒ Strongly agree
	☐ Agree
	☐ Neutral
	☐Disagree
	☐Strongly disagree
	☐No comment

	Why / why not?





[bookmark: _Toc173756378]Permission to publish your submission
Can Maritime NZ include an anonymous summary of your submission when we publish an overall summary of submissions?
	☐
	Yes

	☐
	No

	If No, please state why (for example, the information is commercially sensitive) 



Do you want to receive updates on how the DCE reform project is progressing? (i.e., be notified when the summary of submissions is released)
	☐
	Yes, confirm email address
	

	☐
	No
	



[bookmark: _Toc173756379]Returning this form
Please return this form and any supporting information by 5pm on Friday 18 October 2024.
Email this form to: 40.series@maritimenz.govt.nz
Post this form to:
Regulatory Reform Projects Team
Maritime New Zealand
PO Box 25620
Wellington 6140

Courier this form to:
Regulatory Reform Projects Team
Maritime New Zealand
Level 11
1 Grey Street
Wellington 6011

Privacy Act statement
Information in this form is collected and processed for the purpose of supporting the activities of Maritime New Zealand. We will process your personal data in accordance with the Privacy Act 2020. Maritime New Zealand will not disclose personal information unless allowed or required to do so under Principle 11 of the Privacy Act 2020. For more information about how we collect and use your information, please see our Transparency Statement. Please note that if requested, Maritime NZ will release submissions under section 16(1)(e) of the Official Information Act 1982. Please indicate clearly if parts of your submission are commercially sensitive, or if there is another reason you would not want any part of your submission (or your identity) disclosed.
Accessing personal information
You have the right to request access to personal information about you held by Maritime New Zealand under the Privacy Act. You also have the right to request correction of any personal information held about you by Maritime New Zealand. Maritime New Zealand will take reasonable steps to correct that information and to ensure that the information we hold is correct. If you wish to access or correct personal information Maritime New Zealand holds about you, please contact:
The Privacy Officer
Maritime New Zealand 
PO Box 25620
Wellington 6146 
Phone on +64 4 473 0111
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