NG te rere moana Aotearoa

OMARITIME

NEWZEALAND

12 March 2025 TEL +64 4 473 0111

Level 11,1 Grey Street, Wellington 6011

PO Box 25620, Wellington 6140
Dear-

New Zealand
F36422
Official Information Act request — briefings and correspondence re the RMS Niagara

By email

| refer to your email of 21 January 2025, as follows:

“Hi I would like to request the following under the official information act:

o All briefings, aide memoire and reports from the past year between government
ministers and Maritime NZ relating to the RMS Niagara between November 2023
and January 21 2025

e All communications (including texts) between Maritime NZ and government
ministers relating to the RMS Niagara between November 1 2023 and January
21 2025

e All communications between Maritime NZ and DOC relating to the RMS Niagara
between November 1 2023 and January 21 2025

e All communications between Maritime NZ and local iwi relating to the RMS
Niagara between November 1 2023 and January 21 2025.”

On 22 January 2025, we contacted you to direct you towards published information on the wreck
of the RMS Niagara on the Maritime NZ website, which provides both context and background on
the wreck, as well as previous responses to Official Information Act requests regarding the RMS
Niagara. You advised us the information available did not meet your requirements due to the
timeframes you are interested in.

On 19 February 2025, we notified you by email we were extending the time available to us to
respond to your request, pursuant to section 15A(1)(b) of the Official Information Act 1982 (the
Act) as consultations necessary to make a decision on the request are such that a proper
response to the request cannot reasonably be made within the original time limit.

We have considered your request under the Act. There are twelve documents in scope of your
request. These are detailed in the document schedule at Appendix 1.

Some information has been withheld or refused under the following grounds

6(b)(i) as release would be likely to prejudice the entrusting of information to the
Government of New Zealand on a basis of confidence by the Government
of any other country or any agency of such a Government

9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons



9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect
the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and
officials

9(2)(9)(i) to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or
members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public
service agency or organisation in the course of their duty

9(2)(h) to maintain legal professional privilege

18(d) the information is publicly available

18(e) the document alleged to contain the information requested does not
exist

In addition to the material being released to you, we strongly recommend you review the RMS
Niagara content published on our website. It has been designed to provide background regarding
the situation, describes our work to date, and includes an overview of our oil spill response
capability.

Our responses to your queries are below.

All briefings, aide memoire and reports from the past year between government ministers and
Maritime NZ relating to the RMS Niagara between November 2023 and January 21 2025

Six documents (documents 1 — 6) fall in scope of this request:

o two briefings, with some material withheld;

o three excerpts from the Weekly Report to the former Associate Minister of Transport which
have been refused under s18(d) as they have been proactively published on the Ministry of
Transport’s website (links provided in the appendix below); and

o relevant sections of Minister Doocey’s Weekly Work Programme (when he was the Associate
Minister of Transport), with some information withheld under s9(2)(f)(iv).

All communications (including texts) between Maritime NZ and government ministers relating to
the RMS Niagara between November 1 2023 and January 21 2025

This is being refused under 18(e) as the information does not exist. Other than the documents
provided in response to the request above, there have been no communications between
Maritime NZ staff and government ministers regarding the RMS Niagara.

All communications between Maritime NZ and DOC relating to the RMS Niagara between
November 1 2023 and January 21 2025

Five documents (documents 7 — 11) are in scope of this request. Some information is withheld
under s6(b)(i), s9(2)(a), and s9(2)(g)(i).

All communications between Maritime NZ and local iwi relating to the RMS Niagara between
November 1 2023 and January 21 2025”

One document (document 12) is in scope of this request. Some information is withheld under
s9(2)(a).

| trust this fulfils your request.

With regard to the information that has been withheld under section 9 of the Act, | am satisfied
that the reasons for withholding the information at this time are not outweighed by public interest
considerations that would make it desirable to make the information available.



You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision.
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or
freephone 0800 802 602

If you wish to discuss this decision, please feel free to email us at
ministerial.services@maritimenz.govt.nz.

Yours sincerely

Christine Ross
Manager, Communications and Ministerial Services



Emails

Appendix One: Document Schedule

Document

Decision

BRIEFING - Royal Mail Ship
Niagara

7 December 2023

Some information
withheld under s6(a),
s9(2)(a) and s9(2)(h)

WEEKLY REPORT EXCERPT
- Wreck of the Niagara

15 April 2024, 24 April 2024

Refused under s18(d) —
see page 147
MASTER-April-Reports-
Marked-

up Redacted.pdf

WEEKLY REPORT EXCERPT
- RMS Niagara website content

29 July 2024

Refused under s18(d) —
see page 276

Weekly-Reports-to-the-
Minister-and-Associate-

Minister-of-Transport-
for-July-2024.pdf

WEEKLY REPORT EXCERPT
— Minister engagement on RMS
Niagara with the Hauraki Gulf
Forum

12 August 2024

Refused under s18(d) —
see page 91

Weekly-Reports-to-the-
Minister-and-Associate-

Minister-of-Transport-
for-Augqust-2024 pdf

BRIEFING - Royal Mail Ship
Niagara Update

25 October 2024

Some information
withheld under s6(a),
s9(2)(a) and s9(2)(h)

EXCERPTS — Weekly Work
Programme

Various dates — 9 September
2024 — 2 December 2024

Some information
withheld under

s9(2)(f)(iv)

Document To From Date Decision
RE: EXTERNAL: |Mike McMurtry  |Shelley Tucker 15 November Some
RE: In confidence: 2023 information
Draft Tier 2 BIM withheld under
on Niagara s9(2)(a)
EXTERNAL: RE: |Mike McMurtry Kirstie Knowles 12 December Some
update RE the 2023 information
BIM - IN withheld under
CONFIDENCE s6(b)(i) and

s9(2)(a)




Document To From Date Decision
9 |RE: EXTERNAL: [Shelley Tucker, [Kirstie Knowles |29 January 2024 | Some
HELP: Advice re  |Graham MaclLean information
Niagara wreck in withheld under
Hauraki Gulf - IN s6(b)(i),
CONFIDENCE s9(2)(a), and
s9(2)(9)(i)
10| RE: EXTERNAL: Mike McMurtry Kirstie Knowles 1 March 2024 Some
FW: Niagara information
withheld under
s9(2)(a)
11|RE: EXTERNAL: |lan Laing, Sarah |Adam Walker 1 August 2024 Some
FW: RMS Niagara |Meadows, information
oil spill - interview |Ministerial withheld under
request Services s9(2)(a)
12| Re: EXTERNAL: y1att Carey Mere Kepa 17 August 2024 | Some
Maritime NZ information
meets the Tangata |n_
Whenua, Mana withheld under
Whenua, and s9(2)(a)

interested
communities on
Te Popuwhenua







































































































































