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9(2)(f)(iv)  to maintain the constitutional conventions for the time being which protect 
the confidentiality of advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and 
officials 

9(2)(g)(i) to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or 
members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public 
service agency or organisation in the course of their duty 

9(2)(h)                 to maintain legal professional privilege 

18(d) the information is publicly available 

18(e) the document alleged to contain the information requested does not             
exist 

In addition to the material being released to you, we strongly recommend you review the RMS 
Niagara content published on our website. It has been designed to provide background regarding 
the situation, describes our work to date, and includes an overview of our oil spill response 
capability.    

Our responses to your queries are below.   

All briefings, aide memoire and reports from the past year between government ministers and 
Maritime NZ relating to the RMS Niagara between November 2023 and January 21 2025 

Six documents (documents 1 – 6) fall in scope of this request:  

• two briefings, with some material withheld;  
• three excerpts from the Weekly Report to the former Associate Minister of Transport which 

have been refused under s18(d) as they have been proactively published on the Ministry of 
Transport’s website (links provided in the appendix below); and  

• relevant sections of Minister Doocey’s Weekly Work Programme (when he was the Associate 
Minister of Transport), with some information withheld under s9(2)(f)(iv).   

All communications (including texts) between Maritime NZ and government ministers relating to 
the RMS Niagara between November 1 2023 and January 21 2025 

This is being refused under 18(e) as the information does not exist. Other than the documents 
provided in response to the request above, there have been no communications between 
Maritime NZ staff and government ministers regarding the RMS Niagara.  

All communications between Maritime NZ and DOC relating to the RMS Niagara between 
November 1 2023 and January 21 2025 

Five documents (documents 7 – 11) are in scope of this request. Some information is withheld 
under s6(b)(i), s9(2)(a), and s9(2)(g)(i). 

All communications between Maritime NZ and local iwi relating to the RMS Niagara between 
November 1 2023 and January 21 2025” 

One document (document 12) is in scope of this request. Some information is withheld under 
s9(2)(a).  

I trust this fulfils your request. 

With regard to the information that has been withheld under section 9 of the Act, I am satisfied 
that the reasons for withholding the information at this time are not outweighed by public interest 
considerations that would make it desirable to make the information available. 
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You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. 
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or 
freephone 0800 802 602 

If you wish to discuss this decision, please feel free to email us at 
ministerial.services@maritimenz.govt.nz. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Christine Ross 
Manager, Communications and Ministerial Services 

 






























































































